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Voters act on STM articles in school parking lot 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Voters in Barre met 
in the parking lot at Quabbin 
Regional High School Saturday, 
Nov. 21. 

Moderator Joshua Smith asked 
voters to place Article 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10 on a consent calendar. The 


Selectmen 
hold hearing 
on tax 
classification 


Board follow 
assessors 


recommendations 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Assessor Jesse 
Warren said the board of asses- 
sors unanimously recommended 
for the town to continue with the 
residential factor of one at the tax 
classification hearing Monday, 
Nov. 30. 

He said the town of Barre is 
87% residential, 5% commercial 
and 2% industrial. The assessors 
also recommended that the select- 
men not adopt a small business 
discount. Warren said the dis- 
count went to the property owner 
not the business owner. He said 
it would shift the burden to the 
commercial and industrial. 

The tax classification hearing 
is a step in setting the FY 21 tax 
rate for the town. The FY 20 tax 
rate, which is July 1, 2019 to June 
30, 2020 was $17.87. 

Agreement with school 

Selectmen unanimously voted 
to sign an agreement with the 
Quabbin Regional School District 
to let the school spend money 
the board allotted from town’s 
CARES Act funds. The money 
will be used to purchase laptops 
and Chrome books for Ruggles 
Lane Elementary School. Items 
must be bought no later than Dec. 
30. 

Grants 

Town administrator Jessica 
Sizer said the town received about 
a quarter of a million dollars in 
grants so far this fiscal year. The 
town clerk received a grant to dig- 
italize public records. The police 
department got a grant to pur- 
chase security cameras and the 
fire department received a grant to 
purchase two rescue saws. 

Liquor license 

Sue Mason filed an application 
to serve wine during paint classes 
know as sip and paint. The town 
administrator said that her studio 
was within the 500-foot proximity 
to a church. Another hearing must 
be held and all abutters notified by 
mail within 14 days of the hearing 


See SELECTMEN , page 5 
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Department of Revenue requested 
these five articles from the June 
Annual Town Meeting be revoted 
at a Special Town Meeting since 
the ATM was rescheduled past the 
end of the fiscal year. 

Funding for article came from 
free cash. Voters approved Article 
6 Wachusett Greenways $1,000, 
Article 7 police cruiser $45,000; 








Article 8 ambulance $285,000; 
Article 9 Ruggles Lane Parking 
Lot $50,000 and Article 10 Cable 
Access expenditure $100,000. 
Article 1 and 2 involved 
snow removal. Article 1, which 
reduced the FY21 tax rate by 
$5,149 from FY 19 free cash 
to the FY 2020 snow removal 
over-time and part-time account, 








passed unanimously. Article 2 
took $30,638.63 from FY19 free 
cash to the FY 2020 snow remov- 
al expense account. 

With Article 3 voters unani- 
mously rescinded the vote under 
Article 17 High Efficiency Project 
for the senior center at the June 21, 
2017 ATM. Since the town received 
a grant for the energy efficiency 


Fresh snatw blankels manger scene 


Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 


Snow blanketed the area last Saturday. The nativity in front of the Oakham Congregational 
Church has a coating of fresh snow. 


Public forum for North Brookfield’s 
west side infrastructure plan 


NORTH BROOKFIELD —- 
The town of North Brookfield 
will hold a public forum for the 
Town’s ongoing west side infra- 
structure plan project Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, at 6 p.m., at the North 
Brookfield Police Station, 55 
School St. Socially distanced 
seating will be available. The 
forum will be broadcast live by 
North Brookfield Cable Access 
TV and video will be streamed 
on the North Brookfield Local 
Public Access Cable Youtube 
channel. All documentation will 
be available on the town’s web- 
site, www.northbrookfield.net. 
Neighborhood residents and other 
interested parties are encouraged 
to attend or otherwise participate. 

At the forum, the town’s engi- 
neering consultant will discuss 
the initial results of its extensive 
field survey of drainage systems, 
water and sewer mains, roads, 
and sidewalks in the west side 
neighborhood. This neighborhood 
is defined as the area bound by 
Spring, High, Mount Pleasant and 
North Main streets, and part of 
Bell Street near the town center. 





The overall goals of the project 
are to evaluate existing infrastruc- 
ture systems in the project area, 
to develop concepts for improve- 
ment projects in key areas; and 
to produce a final plan with pri- 
oritized and phased recommenda- 
tions for implementation, for use 
in local planning and in seeking 
additional grant funds for detailed 
design and construction. 

This part of North Brookfield 
is currently served by water, 
sewer and stormwater drain- 
age systems dating to the early 
and middle 1900s. Water mains 
in parts of the neighborhood are 
undersized or made from hard-to- 
maintain materials. Some sewer 
lines are prone to clogs or suf- 
fer from infiltration or inflow. 
Stormwater infrastructure is lack- 
ing in parts of the neighborhood 
and, where present, is not always 
adequate for today’s intense 
storms. Aside from aging subsur- 
face infrastructure, surface ele- 
ments such as roads, sidewalks 


See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 6 
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project, the town no longer needs to 
encumber the funds. 

In the next articles, voters unan- 
imously voted to reduce the FY21 
tax rate by $81,417 to balance the 
FY21 budget. 

Voters unanimously voted 
to transfer $10,000 from FY19 
free cash to fund the Other Post 
Employment Benefits account in 


Article 5. Voters took no action on 
Article 11, which would have fund- 
ed a new fire department adminis- 
tration vehicle. 

Due to a typographical error 
there was no Article 12. In Article 
13, voters accepted a land donation, 
which would extend the boundaries 


See BARRE , page 5 


Selectmen hold virtual 
community outreach hearing 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


HUBBARDSTON —- Boey 
Bertold of Paper Crane Cannabis 
hosted a community outreach hear- 
ing for the public regarding a pro- 
posed marijuana establishment at 
50 Gardner Road. 

He hosted the hearing during a 
joint meeting of the Hubbardston 
Board of Selectmen and Planning 
Board. Bertold said the state 
recently established a courier 
license for recreational marijuana, 
modeled on the medical marijuana 
courier system. Most medical dis- 
pensaries deliver to the customer. 
The courier license would allow 
home delivery for customers that do 
not want to go to the establishment 
from orders purchased online. The 
driver must be a registered marijua- 
na agent and would be limited in 
the amount transported at one time: 
the vehicle must have a storage area 
for the marijuana as well. 

He also requested to have an 
outdoor grow in the rear of the 
property. 

The Planning Board approved a 
special permit for the recreational 
dispensary and indoor grow. The 
location is not within the 500-foot 
buffer zone from public and private 
schools. 
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Join The Annual Ware 


i MAIN STREET STROLL 





Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 
The Oakham Common presents a winter scene Monday 
morning after the Saturday, Dec. 5 storm. 





saturday, December 12th, 10am-5pm 
Unique Shops, Drawings & Give-A-Ways & More 


He said the customer must 
come to the dispensary and register 
before using the online order and 
courier delivery in answer to the 
question on how does the business 
insure online purchase is complaint 
with the law. The customer signs 
up and has his/her ID checked. At 
the door, the ID is checked and 
scanned. 

Bertold said the hours of deliv- 
ery were basically the hours of 
operation at the dispensary 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 

He said he wanted to do the out- 
door grow this coming year. He 
said the outdoor grow would be 
fenced, have high security cameras 
and follow all state requirements. 
The original application for Paper 
Crane Cannabis listed a shop and 
an indoor grow facility. The appli- 
cation would need to be modified 
to include an outdoor grow facility 
and the courier’s license. 

Bertold said the establish- 
ment would pay a percentage of 
its total sales to the town for five 
years, which would be part of the 
host agreement. The previous host 
agreement was 3% of total sales 
for five years plus the town would 
receive a 3% sales tax from the 
retail establishment. 


See HUBBARDSTON , page 6 


MOC CFCE 
holding Toys for 
Tots registration 


BARRE — MOC’s Child Care 
and Head Start/Coordinated Family 
and Community Engagement pro- 
gram kicks off its annual Toys for 
Tots campaign. Families must reg- 
ister online at www.mocinc.org/ 
toysfortots. People should note that 
the address is case sensitive; remind 
families to use all lowercase letters. 

Here are the qualifications for 
interested families: 

Applicants will need to provide 
a birth certificate for each child reg- 
istered. 

Applicants must meet one of the 
following income requirements: 
receive Masshealth, SNAP bene- 
fits, Housing Assistance, TANAF, 
WIC,SSI or SSDI. 

Applicants must be the parents 
or legal guardian of the child for 
whom toys are being requested. 

Applicants must current- 
ly be enrolled or participating 
in MOC CFCE, ParentChild+, 
Head Start, or Early Head Start 
programming. Applicants must 


See TOYS FOR TOTS, page 6 
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Food pantry 
distributes Dec. 17 


Barre Food Pantry distributions will occur 
Thursday, Dec. 17 from 5:30-7 p.m. The Barre Food 
Pantry schedules their two distributions each month 
on the morning of the second Wednesday and the eve- 
ning of the third Thursday. As they have since the late 
March distribution, in order to maintain safe physical 
distances between volunteers and between volunteers 
and clients, Dec. 17 will again be “drive-through” 
style distributions. Clients will line up in their vehi- 
cles on Park Street and proceed into the right hand 
(east) entrance driveway of the Barre Congregational 
Church.They will remain in their cars. They’ll drive 
up and be checked in by a volunteer, then contin- 
ue up to the church building where their groceries 
will be put into the trunk or wayback of their vehi- 
cle by volunteers. Based on the success of distribu- 
tions so far, the Food Pantry volunteers believe this 
“drive-through” style is the safest possible way to 
get food to clients and to help keep everyone well. 
They are preparing for the distribution by only work- 
ing in shifts at the pantry, in small household/family 
groups. People should not arrive to volunteer Dec. 17 
without first contacting Sonja Blaney, coordinator of 
volunteers, at 978-355-6921 or Chuck Radlo at 978- 
355-6463. Because conditions have been changing 
rapidly, people should continue to check for updates 
on the Barre Food Pantry website at http://www.bar- 
refoodbank.org/index.htm and the Barre Food Pantry 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Barre- 
Food-Pantry- 1001560683003 14/. 

Toys for Tots 

MOC’s Child Care and Head Start/Coordinated 
Family and Community Engagement program kicks 
off its annual Toys for Tots campaign. Families must 
register online at www.mocinc.org/toysfortots. People 
should note that the address is case sensitive; remind 
families to use all lowercase letters. Here are the 
qualifications for interested families: Applicants will 
need to provide a birth certificate for each child reg- 
istered. Applicants must meet one of the following 
income requirements: receive Masshealth, SNAP ben- 
efits, Housing Assistance, TANAF, WIC,SSI or SSDI. 
Applicants must be the parents or legal guardian of the 
child for whom toys are being requested. Applicants 
must currently be enrolled or participating in MOC 
CFCE, ParentChild+, Head Start, or Early Head Start 
programming. Applicants must reside in Fitchburg, 
Leominster, Westminster, Ashburnham, Gardner, 
Templeton, Barre, Hardwick, Oakham, Hubbardston 
or New Braintree. Toys for Tots requires that children 
receiving toys must be between the age of birth to 13 
years. People may email Cindy at clapinskas@mocinc. 
org with any questions. 


“CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS & EYEGLASS SPECIALISTS” 
y) 
1015 MAIN STREET, HOLDEN 


<< ptical World 508-829-7333 


06 Rutland Pharmacy 


18 Maple Avenue e@ Rutland e 508-886-6261 


Naked Bee Lotion, 
Rutland Themed Gifts, 
Hallmark Cards, 
Russell Stover Chocolates, 
Melissa & Doug Toys, 
Gifts by Local Artisans 





myrutlandpharmacy.com 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-8; Sat. 8:30-6; Sun. 8:30-2 
a Wishing you a happy and healthy holiday season! ¥y 
ae «A 


Ganz « Village Candles 
Melissa & Doug 
Greeting Cards » Russell Stover 
Gift Warpping & Bags 
And More 


Barre Family Pharmacy 


547 Summer Street, Barre 
978-355-2359 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Christmas & New Year’s Eve 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Closed Christmas Day & New Year’s Day 








Will things ever be the same again? 


By Carole Gariepy 


Never before did life 
change so dramatically as 
it did last March. It felt like 
life as we knew it had put on 
emergency brakes. And there 
was no preparation for the 
new way we had to live if we 
were to live safely. Many of 
us wonder if we will return to 
our former lifestyle or has the 
virus permanently changed 
our way of living. Is the new 
normal here to stay? 

Change is something that 
happens every day. We can’t 
stop it. When train transpor- 
tation was developed, the 
stagecoach industry went 
out of business; the beauti- 
ful old coaches are now only 
important as museum pieces. 
When cars and tractors were 
invented, horses were no lon- 
ger needed; they are only kept 
for recreational use and the 
pleasure the animals bring. 
Train and ship travel ended 
when the airplane became a 
safe and fast mode of trans- 
portation; trains and ships are 
now used primarily for trans- 
porting cargo. 

The telephone replaced the 
telegraph, and today the tele- 
phone is used less for talking 
than it is for texting, directing 
us to a location, taking a pic- 
ture, looking something up on 
Google, mail ordering things, 
checking the time, using it for 
a flashlight, and on and on. 
It’s amazing all the things that 
small phone can do. And now 
we can even see the person 
we are talking to. 

The computer has made 
letter writing almost a thing 
of the past; it’s quite excit- 
ing to receive a handwritten 
letter. Digital cameras have 
replaced the old film ones. 
Now we can see the photo we 
took instantly and even for- 
ward it right off to a friend. 
Yes, we’ve seen lots of 
changes. 

For sure, the restaurant 
business will boom again and 
we ll go on trips, but working 
from home is a big change 
that may last forever. It could 
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Laura McCarthy of Barre Plains is shown working in 
her basement office for Hanover Insurance Company 
at a desk she designed and built herself. 


work well for some positions 
but not for all. Teachers defi- 
nitely have to be in the class- 
room to teach most effective- 
ly, especially in the primary 
grades, and medical people 
can best treat patients if they 
can examine them. However, 
there may be some elements 
of those positions that will 
be effective online. But, most 
computer jobs do not require 
an office outside the house. 
My nephew took regular 
business trips to Europe and 
Asia. Now he meets with all 
clients on Zoom. Sometimes 
the meetings are held in the 
middle of the night to accom- 
modate the different time 
zones, but he says it works 
very effectively. The company 
saves a lot of money on air- 
line, hotel, food expenses, and 
the cost of office space. Also, 
there isn’t business time lost 
because of travel. Why would 
they want to change back” 
Another change may affect 
architects who will likely be 
including an office in house 
plans. 

A cousin from 
Minneapolis brought up 
another interesting ques- 
tion. She talked about all the 
tall office buildings in the 
city that are not being used 
because people are work- 
ing from home. What will 
become of them if it is deter- 
mined that working from 
home is effective and less 


costly? Will the buildings be 
converted to apartments? 

We’ve suddenly been 
thrust into a new world. 
I think of the book titled 
“Brave New World.” I never 
read that book, but the title 
impresses me because it takes 
courage to live in the world 
we live in now. A person 
needs courage to keep pos- 
itive. Today’s “new world” 
makes me look at the old 
world differently. 

The virus reminds me of 
the statement declared when 
Sam Colt made his pistol 
in 1872. It was called “The 
Equalizer.” With that pistol, a 
small man could be as pow- 
erful as a big man. The virus 
is an equalizer. It looks at all 
people as the same. Everyone 
is vulnerable to the virus’s 
awful attack no matter the 
color of a person’s skin or the 
size of one’s bank account. 
Everyone in the world is fac- 
ing the same threat. 

Change. Yes, there will be 
changes. Maybe some will 
be good changes. Maybe the 
virus can help us see what is 
really important for our soci- 
ety. Maybe we can become a 
better people, a more caring 
people, a more peaceful peo- 
ple, able to see that we are 
all equal. In the meantime, 
let us show our respect and 
caring by wearing our masks 
and practicing the safety 
rules. 


Listening center offers gift certificates 


BARRE -— Gift certificates 
have been the perfect gift, 
forever and they still are. At 
Listening center, they are valid 
for any class, program, service 
or practitioner and they don’t 
expire. Gift certificates are 
available this year for purchase 
for the holidays. Like every- 
thing else, Listening is doing 
things a bit differently, so it 
does require advance purchase 
with a check sent to Listening 
or people can go onto the web- 
site and use the donate button, 
in the memo type that it is for 
a gift certificate. People should 
email listeningwellnesscen- 
ter@gmail.com to arrange a 
gift certificate so that Listening 
may get it sent to the correct 
place and on time. All gift cer- 
tificates should be ordered by 
Dec. 18 to guarantee delivery 


by the 25 unless they would 
like to purchase expedited ship- 
ping. 

Turning Toward the Light 
with Eowyn Ahlstrom of 
Middle Path Healing Arts 
will be held Sunday, Dec. 27 
from 2-4 p.m. This workshop 
will provide an opportunity to 
bring awareness to the expe- 
riences of the winter solstice, 
which, here in the northern 
hemisphere, marks the transi- 
tion from growing darkness and 
longer nights to growing light 
and longer days. The session 
will include discussion about 
the experiences of the practices, 
time for questions, and guid- 
ance around setting intentions 
for the coming year. Several 
ticket options are available. No 
one will be turned away for 
financial reasons, scholarship/ 





free tickets are available thanks 
to a grant from Barre Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation. 
Massage Therapist Taylor 
McFaul offers gift certificates 
for massage. McFaul offers 
therapeutic massage for clients 
in need of general relaxation 
and relief of any muscular ten- 
sion. Treatments are 30, 60 or 
90 minutes. 

People can book appoint- 
ments or arrange for a gift cer- 
tificate by calling Taylor McFaul 
directly at 413-834-1815 or by 
going on line at http://taylormc- 
faul.clinicsense.com/. 

All Massachusetts safe- 
ty protocols are followed with 
regards to COVID-19. New 
hours are Sundays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Thursdays from 3-7 
p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Come to Wilton’s for your winter 
Columbia Gear! 


25% off all Columbia 


With this coupon! 


Gloves « Jackets « Fleece 
Down Jackets « Vests 


Sale 12/10/20 until 12/23/20 


* Does not apply to previous purchases « 





Hubbardston 


Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 





Medicare Advantage 
Plan holds open 
enrollment 


The Massachusetts Medicare Savings Program pays 
your monthly Part B Premium, $148.50 for 2021, 
and people may be eligible for significant assistance 
in paying their Medicare costs. They will also be eli- 
gible for extra help from Social Security to help pay 
their prescription drug costs. The income eligibility 
for a single person is $1,755 and for a married couple 
$2,371. Asset limits are $15,720 single and $23,600 
for a married couple. This period will run from Jan. 
1 to March 31 of each year. During this timeframe, 
people can change to another Medicare Advantage 
Plan (HMO or PPO plans). They can also leave their 
Medicare Advantage Plan and return to Original 
Medicare and pick up a drug plan and supplement cov- 
erage. People must be in a Medicare Advantage Plan 
on Jan. 1 to take advantage of this. 

SHINE counselors are available to discuss 
Medicare questions or concerns. People may contact a 
SHINE counselor by phoning their local senior center. 

Hubbardston Light Fight 

Hubbardston Light Fight will be held Dec.11, 12 
and 13 and Dec. 18, 19 and 20 from 5-9 p.m. each 
night. People will follow the road listing to see all the 
entries and vote online for their favorite light display. 
Map listings and voting link will be made available 
a few days before contest starts. This year there are 
three categories for entry forms: Traditional-Classic, 
Go Big or Stay Home and new this year a Business 
category. The link is https://www.hubbardstonma.us/ 
special-events/pages/hubbardston-light-fight. 

Hubbardston Police CHOP program 

The Hubbardston Police Department is holding a 
Community Holiday Outreach Program. The program 
and the donations that are provided, help insure that 
each child in Hubbardston is able to open gifts on 
Christmas morning. This year there is a clear need 
for toys as several families are struggling through 
these uncertain times. The police department set up 
donation boxes at several area businesses as well as 
one in the police station lobby. Any officer on duty 
can also accept toys up until Friday, Dec.18. If peo- 
ple would rather make a monetary donation, they 
may do so by sending a check to CHOP, Hubbardston 
Police Department, 7 Main St. Unit #9, Hubbardston, 
MA 01452. This fund not only helps families in need 
around the holidays but also helps families and seniors 
throughout the year. 

Senior center activities 

The Hubbardston Senior Center continues to slowly 
open. The senior center has space limitations, only 10 
people allowed in the building at a time. Monday and 
Wednesday mornings Coffee With Friends is from 9 to 
1] a.m. On Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 to 
11 a.m. is the Walking Club. Due to space limitations, 
please call to register for any of the activities below: 
Bingo: Monday 12-3 p.m. call Flo 978-928-5113 to 
register. Meals on Wheels: Call the Senior Center 978- 
928-1400 extension 211. Food delivery on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings. Thursday is drive thru for 
food and eggs is 9:30 a.m. to noon. This schedule is 
subject to change due to Covid restrictions. 


Postponements and 
cancellations due to the 
coronavirus pandemic 


Due to the social distancing requirements 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual 
Christmas in New Braintree Craft Fair will not 


be held in December 2020. Next year’s fair will 
take place Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021. 


Given the current surge in COVID cases in 
the state, and with an abundance of caution 
for the health and safety of the cast and crew, 
Theatre at the Mount’s live stream production of 
Winter Wonderettes is cancelled. 





2021 
QUABBIN HISTORY 
CALENDAR 
And A 
NEW QUABBIN BOOK 
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PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Note: Many meetings are closed to the 
public or will be held remotely. 


BARRE 
Central Office/Audit/Administrative Review 
Subcommittee — Dec. 10 at 5:30 p.m. 
QRSD School Committee — Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
Collective Bargaining Subcommittee — Dec. 11 at 9 a.m. 
Board of Health — Dec. 14 at 5 p.m. 
Water Commission — Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
DPW Commission — Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. 
Planning Board — Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. 
Sewer Commission — Dec.17 at 7 p.m. 
Felton Field Commission — Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Council on Aging — Jan. 6 at | p.m. 
Barre Housing Authority — Jan. 7 at 3 p.m. 


HARDWICK 
Gilbertville Public Library — Dec. 11 at 4 p.m. 
Gilbertville- Wheelwright Sewer Commissioners — Dec. 
14 at 6 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
Gilbertville Water District — Dec. 15 at 5:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission —Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
Recycling Commission — Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Paige Library Trustees — Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 

Board of Selectmen — Dec. 14, Jan. 4 and Jan. 11 

at 6:30 p.m. 
Town Center Committee — Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — Dec. 29 and Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. 
Historic Commission — Jan. 2 at 10 a.m. 
Conservation Commission — Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board — Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 


PETERSHAM 
Cemetery Commission — Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — Dec. 11 at 5 p.m. and 
Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Council on Aging — Dec. 14 at 10 a.m. 
Nichewaug Inn and Academy Committee 2020 — 
Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
Selectboard — Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — Dec. 17 and Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. 
Petersham Historic District — Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board — Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
Open Space and Recreation Committee — Jan. 5 
at 6:30 p.m. 


RUTLAND 
Library Board of Trustees — Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board Public Hearing — Dec. 22 at 6:50 p.m. 


























Barre Dining Center 


BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Rpad. 
The following meals will be served for the week 
of Dec. 14. 

Meal sites are closed and there are only 
Meals on Wheels deliveries. 

Volunteers are needed at the Barre din- 
ing site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in the 
kitchen. People should contact 978-355-5027. 

MON. - Beef stew, rice, corn niblets, pineap- 
ple, Italian bread 

TUES. — Lasagna with meatballs, green 
beans, chocolate pudding, diet = sugar free 
chocolate pudding, whole wheat bread 

WED. — Chicken fajitas, Spanish rice, black 
beans and corn, sour cream, pita bread, pineap- 
ple 

THURS. — Hot dog, baked beans, mixed veg- 
etables, fresh fruit, hot dog bun, mustard 

FRI. — Roast turkey with gravy, mashed 
sweet potatoes, peas, fruited ambrosia, pumper- 
nickel bread 

*Diabetic friendly dessert 

** Higher sodium entree 

Meal includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are served at 
about 11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by calling 978- 
355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$2.50 per meal helps keep the program run- 
ning. 


Barre library enables curbside pickup feature 


BARRE —- Dec. 2 Woods 
Memorial Library became 
the first library in the C/W 
MARS Network to enable its 
new Curbside Pickup feature, 
which allows patrons to make 
appointments from their library 
accounts. For patrons who usu- 
ally receive automated email 
and text hold notifications, those 
were also re-enabled on that day. 

To use the new feature, place 
holds online at catalog.cwmars. 
org or by contacting the library 
via phone or email. As soon as 
the hold becomes available at the 
library, the patron will receive an 
automated email or text notifica- 
tion, as well as a second email 


or text with a link to make an 
appointment. Those who do not 
receive these notices will con- 
tinue to be notified by phone. 
Follow the link to schedule 
an appointment during one of 
the available dates and times. 
Patrons will be redirected to log 
into their account first. They can 
also add notes, update and can- 
cel appointments on this page. 
When the patrons arrive at 
the library during their desig- 
nated time, they can click “Alert 
staff of your arrival” from their 
account on their mobile device. 
The button will not be active 
until their appointment time. 
Items will be checked out to 


patrons when they are picked 
up. Checkout receipts will be 
emailed automatically, although 
they may request a printed copy. 

Patrons must make an 
appointment through the catalog, 
by phone or by email in order 
to pick up material. The library 
cannot serve people without an 
appointment. 

For step-by-step instructions 
on how to use this new feature 
or for detailed instructions on 
the library’s outdoor service 
procedures, people may contact 
the library by phone at 978-355- 
2533, email at barrelibrary @ 
gmail.com or visit our website, 
www.barrelibrary.org. 


St. Francis to hold Christmas dinner for seniors 


BARRE -— St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish will be providing 
a Christmas dinner for seniors 
Sunday, Dec. 20. All meals 
will be delivered. The menu is 
turkey, gravy, stuffing, mashed 
potato, squash, and apple 
crisp. Deliveries will start at 11 
a.m. There are sign-up sheets 
around town at Grandview 
Terrace, Bradford Building and 
the Barre Mobile Home Park 
and at the back of each of their 


Luminaries will light 


BROOKFIELD — Since 2002, 
the town of Brookfield has lit 
up the night on Christmas Eve 
with the beautiful tradition of 
luminaries lighting up the 
Town Common and Route 9, 
and this year is no exception. 
The Brookfield Luminaries 
Committee is gearing up to 
organize the placing of over 
1,800 luminaries around the 
Brookfield Village, and down 
Route 9. 

The sound of holiday bells 
will be rung loud and clear at 5 
p.m. from the Congregational 
Church for all to enjoy. Please 
social distance to six feet from 
people not included in your 
family group and wear a mask. 
We encourage families to drive 
around and enjoy this event 
from your vehicles. 

New this year will be a 
Memorial Display. There 
will be a display board on 
the Common listing names of 
loved ones in whose memory 
donations for luminaries have 
been made. Please submit to 
M.P.L.Friends @ gmail.com or 
mail to Luminaries, Friends 
of the Library P.O. Box 528, 
Brookfield, MA 01506. 

The tradition can be brought 
home, which will help fund this 
enormous undertaking, by pur- 
chasing luminaries for display 
at home. Luminaries are avail- 
able for sale at the library, with 
curbside pickup by calling 508- 
867-6339, and Tip Top Country 
Store, with curbside pickup by 
calling 508-867-0460 or tip- 
toponline.us, six candles and 
bags for $5 donation. The funds 
Support next year’s luminaries, 
through Friends of the Merrick 
Public Library. 

The luminaries are funded 
by the Friends of the Library, 
local businesses and pri- 
vate donors. To donate please 





churches. 

However, people who are 
home bound and would like to 
have a dinner delivered and or 
if they know of a senior that 
would appreciate a dinner, 
they should sign up by calling 
Maryann Watson at 978-257- 
8183. People can leave a mes- 
sage on her answering machine. 
She will need name, address, 
phone number and the number of 
meals. The deadline for sign-up 


mail to: Luminaries, Friends 
of the Library, P.O. Box 528, 
Brookfield, MA 01506 or drop 
off at the library. 

Anyone is welcome to volun- 
teer at any stage of this simple 
yet beautiful tradition. Anyone 
wishing to be a part of this won- 
derful Brookfield ritual, should 


the night on Christmas Eve 


is Saturday, Dec.12. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
with the aid of Hearts on Fire 
group will be providing a 
Christmas dinner for seniors and 
could use some helpers. This 
parish outreach project is being 
funded by the Parish Emergency 
Fund. 

People willing to help with 
the food prep, packing or deliv- 
ery should contact Paula Wood 
at 978-434-1246. 





Courtesy photo 
Brookfield will once again light up the night Christmas Eve 
with luminaries. Everyone is encouraged to volunteer to 
set them up, and luminaries can also be purchased for the 
home. 


please arrive at 2 p.m. when vol- 
unteers set up luminaries on the 
common. At 3:30 p.m., lighting 
of candles begins and at 5 p.m. 
seasonal chimes begin. Clean- 
up is Christmas morning at 9 
a.m. If the weather is uncooper- 
ative, this event will take place 
on New Year’s Eve. 








Light the Way 


By Doris Matthews 


On Christmas Eve you’ll see them 
along the roads of Brookfield town 
small white bags aglow with candle light. 
The tradition began first from one hand 
then two hands to a few and now many more 
join in the folding and filling and lighting 
each one creating the soft glow 
that beckons us all to the 
true meaning of this blessed eve- 
light the way for Mary and Joseph 
as they search for a place 
to stay for the night. 

A ribbon of welcoming candlelight 
invites us all to celebrate 
this magical season of believing 
as we continue to welcome you all to 
our town for the night. 

Come and feel the true spirit of Christmas- 
just follow the lights. 


Doris Matthews is a member of the Luminaries Committee. 








McNeely Tree Service 


Insured e References 


WE SERVICE ALL 


Oakham 


Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 


OHA to hold lottery 
fundraiser 


The Oakham Historical Association has launched 
its 16th annual lottery fundraiser. It’s called the OHA 
20-20 lotter, one ticket costs $20, good for 20 draw- 
ings. Only 100 tickets are printed, numbered from O00 
to 99. If the holders ticket number matches the mid- 
dle two digits drawn in the Massachusetts Numbers 
Game on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, a $50 check 
will automatically be sent to the name and address 
specified on the ticket stub. Nearly every year at least 
one person wins twice, a few ticket holders have won 
three times and one year someone won four times. 
The drawings begin Jan. 5, 2021 and end on March 
11. The tickets are great stocking stuffers. And watch- 
ing to see if a ticket is a winner offers an entertaining 
diversion during the pandemic. Proceeds benefit the 
association’s museum and the Young Family Annex 
located at 1221 Old Turnpike Road. Even though the 
church holiday fair was canceled this year, the OHA 
will continue to sell tickets by mail or by appointment. 
To request tickets, people may contact Kathy Young at 
kayoung720@ yahoo.com or 508-882-3137. 

Trail building work day 

Due to the snow storm Dec. 5, East Quabbin Land 
Trust will hold a second work day to continue the trail 
in Oakham Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Volunteers will meet at Ware Corner Road at 9 a.m. 
a.m. They should bring loppers and rakes. They should 
RSVP to Pat at youtheducation @eqlt.org. 

Dismas Farm tree sale 

Dismas Farm, 687 Lincoln Road, will hold its sec- 
ond annual tree sale Saturday, Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. There will be homemade Christmas crafts, 
cookies, cocoa and socially distanced hayrides. 

‘Light up Oakham’ 

The Oakham Parks and Recreation will host the first 
ever “Light up Oakham” Holiday Decorating Contest 
People may vote for their favorite now through Dec. 
12. Map and on-line voting form will be available on 
the Oakham Parks and Recreation Facebook Page. 
People, who do not Internet capabilities may email 
Parks and Recreation for a map. First place prize is a 
giant inflatable Gemmy Animated Projection Airblown 
Santa and Dogs Decorating Tree Scene standing 
9.5 feet tall and second place prize is an inflatable 
snowman family standing 6 feet tall. Winners will be 
announced Saturday, Dec.19. 

Church services 

Sunday, Dec. 13 the Oakham Congregational 
Church will hold its 10 a.m. worship service in the 
church sanctuary. Sunday School is held downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall People should wear a mask and prac- 
tice social distancing in the sanctuary. 





Woods Memorial Library 
service hours expanded 


BARRE - Thanks to CAREs Act funding, Woods 
Memorial Library has expanded their material pickup 
appointment and return service hours until the end of 
2020. 

The service hours are Tuesdays from 2:30-7:30 
p.m.; Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m.; Fridays from 2:30-4:30 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Hours may change 
depending upon staff availability. 
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Cash & Carry 
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Guest Column 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


MATTERS 





Should I Claim Social 
Security at 62? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m looking for information about 
retiring and starting my Social Security very soon at 
age 62. I’m not sure if I want to do it because I’m not 
sure if I can. Can you help me figure this out? Signed: 
Hesitant 

Dear Hesitant: I know it can be daunting trying 
to figure out whether and when to claim your Social 
Security benefits. ll give you some of the basics: 

First, you should know that if you claim your bene- 
fits at age 62, your benefit amount will be considerably 
reduced from what it would be if you waited longer to 
claim. At 62, your benefit will be about 28% less than 
it would be at your full retirement age (FRA) which, 
for you is 66 years and 8 months. Your benefit will 
continue to grow by a fraction of a percentage point 
each month you wait, until it reaches 100% at your 
FRA. You can choose to delay even longer than your 
FRA, and your benefit will continue to grow up to age 
70 when you reach your maximum benefit amount. 
For you, that maximum at age 70 would be about 28% 
more than you would get at your FRA and about 75% 
more than you would get at age 62. There is a consid- 
erable financial advantage to waiting to claim. 

If you continue working, and you claim at age 62 
(or at any age before your FRA), you’ll be subject to 
Social Security’s “earnings test,’ which limits how 
much you can earn before they take back some of your 
benefits. Starting at age 62 and continuing until the 
year you attain FRA, there will be an annual limit to 
your earnings (the 2021 limit is $18,960) and, if you 
exceed that, Social Security will take back benefits 
equal to $1 for every $2 you are over the limit. That 
could mean you will go some number of months with- 
out receiving benefits until Social Security recovers 
what you owe because you exceeded the earnings 
limit. Of course, if you fully retire from work now that 
is not a concern, but it may influence a future decision 
to return to work. Social Security’s earnings limit no 
longer applies after you reach your full retirement age. 

Your marital status also comes into play. If you are 
married, and your benefit as a spouse will be more 
than your personal benefit will be, then there are some 
special considerations which might affect your claim- 
ing decision. Generally, if your spousal benefit will be 
more than your own benefit (from your lifetime work 
record), and your husband isn’t yet collecting benefits, 
it’s often wise to claim your own earlier and take the 
larger spouse benefit later. Of course, if you’re not 
married you need only be concerned about your per- 
sonal benefit from your own lifetime earnings record 
and waiting for a larger life-long benefit, if possible, 1s 
often the most prudent choice. 

Those are the basic things you should consider 
when trying to decide when to claim your benefits. 
But your need for the money now, plus your health and 
life expectancy are also key to your decision. If you 
need the money earlier to make ends meet, and you 
won’t be severely affected by the earnings limit, then 
claiming early can be your most prudent choice. Or, 
if you are not enjoying good health and have reason to 
believe that you won’t live at least until today’s aver- 
age age for a woman (about 87), then that also sug- 
gests claiming early. But, if you are working and don’t 
really need the money, and you are in good health and 
expect to live to a ripe old age, then waiting longer to 
claim a higher benefit is usually a better strategy. 

The reality is that everyone’s personal situation is 
different and there is no single answer to the question 
of when to claim Social Security. I hope the above 
gives you at least a starting point for your decision. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 


How to submit photos and 
news to the Barre Gazette 


Readers, institutions, municipalities, non-profit groups 
and civic organizations are strongly encouraged to send 
the Barre Gazette their hometown news and photos. 

News items and press releases should be sent in an 
e-mail to barrenews @turley.com as either a Microsoft 
Word document attachment or pasted directly into the 
e-mail message screen. Be sure to include who, what, 
when, where and why in the submission, preferably writ- 
ten in the third person unless it is a letter to the editor or 
guest column. 

Please send photo captions identifying all subjects in 
the image(s) from left to right and include first and last 
name, hometown, title if applicable, and a brief descrip- 
tion of what subjects are doing in the photo. 

E-mail uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off the camera or sized at least 
6 inches wide at 200 resolution, no larger than | megabite. 

They may be e-mailed as attachments to barrenews @ 
turley.com or faxed to 413-967-6009. Deadline for hard 
copy is noon on Friday and e-mailed copy noon on 
Monday. Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to send in 
news about upcoming fundraising or other calendar events 
at least three weeks before they take place. 

The Barre Gazette will respond to all e-mail messages 
received. People may call the Barre Gazette at 413-967- 
3505 for help and suggestions. People who do not have 
e-mail may mail these materials to: Ellenor Downer, 
Editor, Barre Gazette, PO. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005. 





5 years ago (Dec. 10, 2015) 


It’s an exciting era in the his- 
tory of the Quabbin girls basket- 
ball program as Melissa Proffitt, a 
2007 graduate, has been recently 
appointed as the new girls’ jayvee 
coach. Proffitt will join new girls’ 
varsity coach Ryan Burnett as they 
get ready to open the winter sea- 
son with high hopes and the return 
of outstanding player, Rachel 
Myra. To say that she merely likes 
basketball is definitely an under- 
statement as Proffitt is more than 
excited to begin this new journey 
back in extremely familiar terri- 
tory. Growing up in Hubbardston, 
attending Quabbin and playing 
center and sometimes forward for 
the Lady Panthers on their varsity 
team beginning her freshman year, 
this Lady Panther Alum knows her 
stuff about the game of basketball. 


Emily Raskett of Hardwick, a 
junior majoring in civil engineering 
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
recently completed an intensive, 
hands-on research project in 
Switzerland. The project was titled 
“Facilitating Corporate Project 
Sponsorship.” 


Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer) and Representative 
Donald R. Berthiaume (R-Spencer) 
are happy to announce that Grass 
Roots Farm in New Braintree ha 
been awarded $25,000 through 
Agricultural Energy Grant Program 
administered by the Massachusetts 
Department of Agriculture. These 
grants funds will be used to install 
a 24.96 kW Photovoltaic System 
on the farm’s property. Grass Roots 
Farm has been owned and operated 
by Kristin and Tom “TJ” Bohan 
since 2004. 


10 years ago (Dec. 16, 2010) 


Student Advisory Council mem- 
bers Tove Freeman and Adam 
Oulette provided their report to 
the school committee on Dec. 9. 
Freeman told the committee that 
during the month of November, the 
student government sponsored a 
food drive, which collected a total 
of 1,632.25 pounds of food. The 
food was donated to the Hardwick 
and Barre Food banks. She said 
cash donations were also collected 
and donated to the Worcester Food 
Bank. 


For those who have seen a 
Gilbert Players’ production, they 
must wonder just how the elaborate 
stages are set, where the beautiful 
costumes come from, and where 
they find such talented actors and 
actresses. Linda Tomasi was the 
guest artist at the “Art Tea” held at 
the Cultural Center at Eagle Hill 
School. She explained the process 
of putting on a successful show. 
Tomasi, along with her husband 
John, are the theatre directors for 
the Gilbert Players. She said she 
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has been involved with 120 shows 
in the last 10 years. Tomasi has 
also directed shows for area ele- 
mentary schools and not charged 
for her time. “We want to keep the 
passion for the arts alive in young 
children especially, because they 
don’t get that in schools anymore. 
Working with students has always 
been a favorite of ours.” 


It was hard to tell who had the 
best time at the Breakfast with 
Santa Claus event sponsored by 
the Petersham Lions Club at the 
Unitarian Church — the children or 
the volunteers, Kay Berry beauti- 
fully decorated the hall for the holi- 
days. Santa, driven by Fire Captain 
Larry Robinson, arrived right on 
schedule, and his elf, Ashley Reed, 
helped the children to line up for 
their turn to sit on Santa’s lap, have 
their picture taken by event chair- 
man and Petersham Police Officer, 
Robert Hall. A delicious pancake 
breakfast was prepared by Lions 
Jeanine Legare, Mike and Karen 
LaChance, Sean and Becky Legare, 
and served by the Rev. John Pastor, 
Chip Bull, Dr. Alan Bachrach and 
Michelle Reed. 


25 years ago (Dec. 14, 1995) 


Madeline Willey and Gene 
Kennedy had the pleasure of tak- 
ing pictures of little ones who will 
be observing their First Christmas 
for the Dec. 21 issue of the paper. 
Gene and Madeline used _ to trav- 
el to the homes but that proved 
time-consuming and rather dan- 
gerous this time of year, and three 
years ago the parents brought the 
little ones to the Barre Gazette. 


A standing ovation was ten- 
dered the Hardwick Memorial Bell 
Choir at the completion of their 
Christmas concert. The large audi- 


PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT BARRE, MA 
The Barre Gazette is a weekly newspaper published every Thursday by 
Barre Gazette, Inc., with offices located at 5 Exchange St., Barre, MA 
01005 and at 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. Telephone at 978-355- 
4000 or FAX at 978-355-6274. USPS number is 044-560. Postmaster: Send 


address changes to: 
Barre Gazette, 24 Water St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 
$1.00 per copy 
Subscription rate: $33 for one year, $44 for two years 
Out of State: $38 for one year, $54 for two years 





Turley Publications File Photo 
Gladys Mara of Barre, president of the Barre Woman’s 
Club (seated), is shown with Anita Rich of Barre Plains. 


ence filling the beautifully deco- 
rated church responded enthusi- 
astically to each of the numbers 
as they were skillfully rung by 
nine agile-handed ringers under 
the direction of Leon Thresher 
who founded the group 21 years 
ago. Thresher noted that Gwen 
Huntress, “who was here that first 
day back in 1974 is still with us” 
and introduced each member. The 
newest ringer is Janice Howland of 
New Braintree. 


The Nifty Garden Stuff 4-H 
Club elected officers. They are: 
Robb Ward, president; Amy 
Hopkinson, vice president; 
Rebecca Doane, treasurer; Caitlyn 
Lichwell, secretary; Jason Ward, 
recreation leader; and Hannah 
Godin, news reporter. 


38 years ago (Dec. 16, 1982) 


Twenty-four students of the 4th 
grade in the Myron Richardson 
School, Gilbertville, led by Music 
Teacher Julie Mankowsky, and 
classroom teachers Mrs. Gael 
Wrobel and Mrs. Linda O’ Donnell 
presented a program of Christmas 
songs and poems to the elders at 
the congregate meal site in the 
VEW Hall, Gilbertville. 


Members and friends of the 
Alliance of the Unitarian Church 
met recently and constructed and 
filled 22 attractive Christmas snack 
containers for the elderly and shut- 
in of the community. Under the 
leadership of Mrs. Margo Danke, 
the following were Christmas 
elves for the morning: Mildred 
Hall, Hazel Cobb, Suzanne 
Young, Jane Hein, Rosalie Fiske, 
Rosamond Coolidge, Shirley 
Buell, Vibeke Holm, Martha 
Siccardi, Delight Hines and Olive 
Marsh. Sending contributions of 
goodie were Luella Robinson, 
Mary Riley, Jean Hazzard and Sue 
Hellen. 


Mrs. Dominic Franciose of 
Maple Lane, Petersham, a for- 
mer Barre resident, has returned 
home after spending 5 weeks in 
Deland, Florida where she became 
acquainted with her new grandson, 
Dominic Charles Franciose who 
was born on Oct. 29. 


Letter to the Editor 





Letter urges comments 
against police reform bill 


I spent seven years working in Massachusetts state 
prisons. Before I left I had a close look at the crimi- 
nal justice system: judiciary, police, and corrections. 
The legislative bill just passed (S.2963) isn’t merely 
wrongheaded; it’s corrosive and dangerous in ways 
normal people are unable to comprehend. Social jus- 
tice advocates have prevailed upon well intended 
reformers to give oversight of police to civilians with 
the power to strip law enforcement of qualified immu- 
nity. I could explain why this won’t work as intended, 
but that would require lengthy conversation which the 
public was not allowed to have. Editorial policy limits 
comments to a handful of words, and I will use those 
words to warn the electorate that this wasn’t about 
racism, or fairness. It’s about the safety and security 
of those who keep us all safe and secure. Call your 
legislators; demand they urge our Governor not to sign 
this madness. 


Jack McClintock 
North Brookfield 
Former prison psychologist 


Guest column 





Adventures of 
Gertrude the Cat 


By Ruth Robinson 
Dear Folks, 


I am a little confused this 
morning. Missy has told me in 
uncertain terms that I cannot 
tell any stories this week, as 
she is too busy decorating for 
Christmas, writing Christmas 
cards and baking food to 
Ireeze. 

I am to be on my best 
behavior and not disturb her 
and besides Santa Claus will be watching me. I don’t 
know who he is as I have never met the gentleman. 

What am I supposed to do all week? I can only 
sleep so much of the time and that will be boring 
and watching the birdies only takes a few minutes. 
Running across the organ foot pedals will make them 
clatter and the noise will upset her. Darn, she has 
made her bed so there are no blankets to crawl under 
and the newspapers went to the dump last Saturday. 

At least, she did give me a bacon treat for break- 
fast and has put out my daily food. I hope my supper 
will be on time. She didn’t take a shower this morning 
with all she planned to do today. She got breakfast 
and an early start on her work. So, there is no water in 
the shower drain to wet my feet. 

I will jump on the spare bed even though I am not 
supposed to. 

Oh, what is that box over there by the window? 
Missy must have put her extra projects in it to clear 
the top of the bed for Christmas. I will jump over to 
the box. It is nice and cozy in there. Whoops, I wig- 
gled too much and it has tipped over onto the floor, 
but fortunately it didn’t make any noise. Even so, I 
better get out of this room and have a nap somewhere. 

Be good folks and wear those darn masks. 

Love, 

Gertrude 
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Serenity Hill Sampler 


by Jane McCauley 















































I am writing this during the 
storm Saturday as I wanted to get 
it done in case we loose power. It 
rained heavily until 7:30 a.m. and 
then the big snow flakes came 
down. I didn’t stop for the rest of 
the day. Some large branches fell 
in the backyard, but so far we have 
power. I heard from a friend that 
Barre was out of power. I remem- 
bered the icestorm of several years 
back and hopefully we are not 
going to see that again. 

We have the snowblower tractor 
ready and the generator just in case. 
I always keep about ten gallons of 
water in water jugs in the cellar and 
a supply of sand in the garage and 
cellar. I don’t like to use rock salt 
as it kills the plants. 

I heard that the lights around 
town are very pretty. I haven’t 
been out to see them yet. I did go 
to the Hubbardston Senior Center 
to bring some cans and bottles. 
Each year they purchase a new 
animal or figure for the Nativity 
that is located at the intersection 
of Williamsville Road and Rt. 68 
in Hubbardston. The selectmen 
would not let them have the nativ- 
ity on the Town Common like it 
was for so many years. The money 
from the cans and bottles goes to 
purchase a piece to the nativity. 


Second Chance hopes to make up for donations drop 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Giving 
Tuesday, the global day of giving 
celebrated on the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, is taking on renewed 
importance for Second Chance 
Animal Services this year. Like the 
many pet owners it serves, Second 
Chance Animal Services has been 
seriously challenged by COVID. 
The nonprofit reports donations 
are down by 40% this year, but 
the great need for services has 
increased dramatically. 

According to development 
director Lindsay Doray, Second 
Chance is on track to help over 
40,000 pets again this year, despite 
the fact that some programs like 
spay and neuter services and vac- 
cine clinics were on hold in the 
spring to conserve critical supplies. 
“Since March, our veterinary hos- 
pitals have been seeing twice the 
number of emergencies and the vol- 
ume has not slowed down. Other 
veterinary programs affiliated with 
schools had no choice but to sus- 
pend services, but Second Chance 
remained open to provide essential 
services for pets, we could not let 
them down.” 

“Support for Second Chance has 
been strong. I think people recog- 
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of town owned Felton Field on Old 
Coldbrook Road, Map EA Parcel 12 
and to finance administrative costs 
up to $500 from FY19 free cash. It 
required a two-third majority 


SELECTMEN, 


continued from page 1 


for her application license to pro- 
céed, 





Serving Nutritional 


This year a camel was added. 

As promised I will be featuring 
some of my favorite cookie rec- 
ipes in each of the columns until 
Christmas. I hope you will try some 
of them. 

GINGER SNAP COOKIES 

I cup shortening or 2 sticks 

of butter 

I 1/2 cups sugar 

1/2 cup molasses 

2 eggs, beaten 

4 cups flour 

4 teaspoons baking soda 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 

I teaspoon cloves 

2 teaspoons ginger 

In large bowl, combine short- 
ening, sugar and molasses until 
smooth. Add beaten eggs and stir 
well. Add flour, soda and spices; 
stir well to combine. Roll cookie 
dough into tablespoon-size balls. 
Dip in a little sugar and flatten with 
the bottom of a glass. Place on 
ungreased cookie sheets. Bake in 
375 degree oven for 10 to 12 min- 
utes. Makes 8 dozen. 

This and That 

My daughter sent me a big 
package of Christmas fabric, 
which I made gift bags for my 
Christmas presents. One piece was 
large enough that I made a Santa 
bag to put the gifts in for deliv- 


nize that pets really need help now, 
with so many pet owners financial- 
ly affected by the current health 
crisis. We need to be here for those 
pets. Our veterinary hospitals have 
never been more important so we 
can keep pets in their homes with 
the people who love them.” 

Doray encourages supporters 
to consider a donation for Giving 
Tuesday and check to see if their 
employer offers a match. “One area 
company offers a 4-time match 
which means an employee’s $50 
donation turns into $250 to help a 
pet facing a serious health crisis.” 

Doray adds people interest- 
ed in making a Giving Tuesday 
donation can choose one of three 
ways. There’s a special Giving 
Tuesday donation link at www. 
secondchanceanimals.org, a Giving 
Tuesday fundraiser on Facebook, 
or they can mail a check with 
Giving Tuesday on the memo line 
to Second Chance, P.O. Box 136, 
East Brookfield, MA 01515. 

For holiday shoppers, Second 
Chance has several fundraisers 
going on right now. After the suc- 
cess of the online DinnerLESS 
Auction, they put together a 
Black Friday mini auction which 


Voters took no action on 
Article 14 for a senior center roof 
replacement. In the final article, 
voters unanimously approved the 
transfer of $2,125 from FY19 
free cash to fund the 25% match 
for the Masschusetts Land Use 
Planning Grant. It will allow 


Other business 
Selectman chair Gregory 
O’Sullivan expressed his frus- 
tration and wondered why other 
boards and committees were not 
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Twitches Nutrition * 
12 Exchange Street, Barre 


978-257-8460 






ery to where we will be going on 
Christmas. 

On another day, I went down to 
my families graveside and trimmed 
the boxwood shrubs. I made a tree 
from the boxwood branche. I put it in 
the garage until closer to Christmas 
and will then decorate it with fresh 
fruit and berries. Boxwood is good 
as it last a long time. Sometimes I 
make a kissing ball, but I guess I am 
too old for that now. 

Another day I printed off some 
tags with pictures of my family to 
use as labels. I used card stock and 
cut them out and punched a hole 
and added string or ribbon. 

I haven’t made any Christmas 
candy or cookies yet, but I have 
been collecting what I plan to make 
and putting the recipes in a special 
folder. I usually like to make pea- 
nut or pecan brittle. 

I was sorry to read of the pass- 
ing of Alexander Pepper. He was 
very helpful to me when I need- 
ed my computer fixed. He passed 
away Dec. | at the age of 78. 
He was a United States Vietnam 
War Navy Veteran and a gentle- 
man. He lived on Gardner Road in 
Hubbardston, 

May you all enjoy good health 
and wear your masks in public. The 
vaccine is coming. 


closed on Sunday, Nov. 29 and a 
sweatshirt fundraiser aptly named 
Hoodies That Help where shop- 
pers can order hoodies for home 
delivery. In December, Second 
Chance will be launching an online 
book-signing fundraiser with 
founder Sheryl Blancato, author of 
“Walking Off Leash.” which tells 
the story of Second Chance and 
Mystery Pet Stocking fundraiser. 
“We are doing everything we can... 
we never want to say no to a ‘sec- 
ond chance’ for any pet that needs 
help.” 

Second Chance is a nonprofit 
501c3 tax exempt organization that 
began in 1999 in East Brookfield 
and relies solely on donations from 
grants to operate. The organization 
operates an adoption center in East 
Brookfield, Community Veterinary 
Hospitals in North Brookfield, 
Springfield, and Worcester. Second 
Chance helps over 40,000 pets a 
year through adoption, spay/neuter, 
veterinary care, community out- 
reach, educational outreach pro- 
grams, training, and a pet food 
pantry. For more information, 
people may visit Second Chance’s 
website at www.secondchanceani- 
mals.org. 


the Planning Board to address 
Natural Resource Protection 
Zoning (NRPZ), flexible front- 
age, accessory apartments, and 
other land use planning initia- 
tives. 

The Nov. 21 Special Town 
Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 


meeting in the selectmen’s meet- 
ing room so their meetings could 
be broadcast and taped for viewing 
later by the public. 


Places to go... 


December 10, 2020 © Barre Gazette * Page 5 


In My Backyar d by Ellenor Downer 


A Barre resident called to say 
he had pine siskins and evening 
grosbeaks at his feeder. Several 
people also reported seeing pine 
siskins. It appears to be an irrup- 
tive year; species including finch- 
es, evening grosbeaks, pine siskins 
and red-breasted nuthatches are 
moving south in high numbers. 

Evening grosbeaks are eight 
inches long. The male has a yel- 
low body, darker head with a 
bright yellow eyebrow and black 
and white wings. The female is 
brownish gray overall with yellow 
on the nape and black and white 
wings. The bill is yellow in winter 
and pale green in the summer. It is 
the same for both sexes. 

Its song is a halting warble and 
the call is a ringing “peeer” and 
when given by a flock sounds like 
sleigh bells. Evening grosbeaks 
feed mainly on seeds of trees such 
as box elder, sugar maples, pines 
and tulip poplars. They also eat 
fruit, buds, nuts, insects, tree sap 
and road salt. At feeders, they pre- 
fer sunflower seeds. 

The female lays two to five 
blue or bluish green with dark 
marks in a nest of lichens, twigs, 


roots and mosses lined with finer 
materials. The evening grosbeak 
breeding range is expanding. It is 
also an irruptive species, occurring 
in large numbers in some years. 
During this time, it is common at 
bird feeders. 
Flying turkey 

I received an email from a 
Quaboag Current reader. She said, 
“Last month, my neighbor had a 
turkey fly right through her closed 
condo window. She was not home, 
fortunately, but another neighbor 
had witnessed four large birds 
chasing the turkey, who was fly- 
ing high. She entered the condo 
fearing for the safety of some cats 
there and eventually after trying to 
talk turkey shooed the turkey out 
with a throw pillow through anoth- 
er window she opened. However, 
much havoc was wrought. Glass, 
feathers, a bit of blood, were in 
every room, but the bathroom. A 
search was made in the woods 
behind us, but the injured tur- 
key was not found.” She said the 
general response was “Well, it is 
2020.” 

Birds during snow storm 
Last Saturday, Dec. 5 I had 





lots of birds at my feeders during 
the snowstorm. American gold- 
finch and black-capped chicka- 
dees perched on the thistle (niger) 
seed feeder with up to five or 
six at a time. Tufted titmice also 
grabbed thistle seeds. The male 
cardinal came to the tray feed- 
er, which had black oil sunflower 
seeds. While the male ate from 
the tree, his mate gleaned seeds 
on the ground under the feeder. 
I had lots of bluejays as well. At 
one point, both the male cardi- 
nal and a blue jay ate from the 
feeder at the same time. Their 
blue and red feathers stood out 
against the white snow. I also had 
white-breasted nuthatches, jun- 
cos, woodpeckers and a lone spar- 
row, which didn’t stay in place 
long enough to identify. 
Otters on the ice 

Dec. 7, I saw three otters on a 
section of Long Pond in Rutland, 
which had iced over. 

People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird related experience by 
calling me at 413-967-3505, leav- 
ing a message at extension 100 or 
emailing mybackyard88 @ aol.com 
or edowner @turley.com. 


Coriander, fit for cookie-making 


My family and I have been 
enjoying Christmas by Candlelight 
at Old Sturbridge Village for as 
long as the program has been run- 
ning. Wanting to visit the Village 
after a long work day is through is 
a real testament to how wonderful 
this evening event is. It was there 
that we first sampled a coriander 
cookie made by a recipe from the 
early 19th century. We thought it 
was so yummy, in fact, that it 
became a welcome addition to our 
Christmas cookie repertoire. With a 
double batch under my belt just this 
afternoon, there is no time like the 
present to learn about this really neat, 
multi-purpose plant. 

Most gardeners already know that 
coriander (Coriandrum sativum) 1s 
one of the few herbs that goes by two 
different names depending on the part 
of the plant used. Its foliage, known 
as cilantro, is used fresh in a number 
of culinary delights. When the plant 
goes to seed, known as coriander, 
it can be used in that stage as well, 
eaten whole, crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to be the “mari- 
gold” of the herb world. Either you 
love it or you hate it. I, for one, 
immensely dislike it and if given the 
chance to pick it out of my salsa I 
will certainly do so. Even in a restau- 
rant. I found it interesting to learn 
that some people possess a genetical- 
ly predisposed aversion to it, accord- 
ing to studies by Charles J. Wysocki, 
of the Monell Chemical Senses 
Center, in Philadelphia. To me it has 
a bitter taste that I have 


she didn’t get that from 
MCs cc 

Cilantro is often 
used in salsa and other 
Mexican, Asian and 
Italian dishes including 
curries, sauces, salads 
and soups. If you prefer 
to grow the plant more 
for its greens and less 
for its seeds, manage 
it as you would spin- 
ach. Sow seeds in the 
ground in the cool of 
the season and in suc- 
cession every two weeks. It dislikes 
being transplanted but doesn’t mind 
pot culture. Harvest greens rath- 
er aggressively- about one-third of 
the plant at a time. Just like spin- 
ach, there are slow-to-bolt varieties 
to choose from such as aptly named 
‘Slow Bolt’ and ‘Longstanding.’ 
Cilantro’s flowers are edible and they 
attract lots of beneficial insects such 
as lady beetles, parasitic wasps and 
syrphid flies. 

Coriander seeds, on the other 
hand, have a pleasant (at least to 
me) fragrance once dried. The scent 
is easier to pinpoint too; nutty and 
spicy (ever so slightly) come to 
mind. Coriander seed is also well 
known in various ethnic cuisines 
and is a favorite in spice blends, 
curry being the most popular. It is 
also used in the making of a number 
of distilled spirits, herbal liqueurs 
and Christmas cookies as I have 
come to find out and favor! 






IN THE 


GARDEN 


Roberta McQ 
Columnist 


The Herb Society 
noted that during 
World War II corian- 
der seeds were coated 
in white or pink sugar 
and thrown from car- 
nival wagons, earning 
the name “confections” 
or “confetti” When the 
seeds were replaced 
by balls of colored 
paper the name confet- 
ti stuck. Take this one 
to your next game of 
Cruise Ship Trivia! 

It is easy to harvest the seeds. 
Simply let the heads dry to brown 
right on the plant. Clip them and 
place inside a paper bag; as they dry 
further they will open and the seeds 
will pop out. Even if you are only 
interested in harvesting the seeds, 
multiple plantings (or a big garden 
patch) are necessary to get a decent- 
sized harvest. Let a few drop their 
seeds and you will be blessed with a 
few self sown plants next spring. 
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Roberta McQuaid graduat- 
ed from the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email 
it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





a hard time describing 
beyond that. Dirty? Soil- 
like? Most people that do 
dislike it have a similar 
lack of descriptive ability; 
they just can’t put their 
finger on it, but they don’t 
like the taste...or the 
smell of it. 

It’s funny that when 
my oldest daughter 
received her Ancestry 
DNA results, she was 
shown not to possess the 
genetic aversion. Well, 
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Meal Replacement Shakes 
Including Clean Energizing Teas, 
Protein Coffee & Hot Shakes Available 

















Barre Paxton Road 
Route 122, Rutland 






Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m. - 3 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Closed Sun. 














4 Holiday Gift Certificates Available 3 
‘, In Person, Over The Phone or Online 


Accurate. Reliable. Unbiased. Local. 


Let your community know if you are still open and 
what services you are still providing. 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE! Specials Available! 


BARRE&GAZETTE 


It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local. 
800.824.6548 | barregazette.turley.com 
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“Everything for the Discriminating Cook” 
Holiday Baskets ~ Pre or Custom Made 
New Items 


Sally Harrington, Proprietor Subscribe Today at 


800.824.6548 or turleynewspapers.com 
to stay informed and help protect the future of local reporting. 
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Open Saturdays & Sundays at 11:30 am 
Senior Citizen Discounts Wednesday & Sunday 


Check Out All Our Specials at www.laddsrestaurant.com 


Follow us on 
| §08-886-4771 


Wed. & Thurs. 4:00-9:00pm; Fri. 2:00-9:30pm; Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm; Sun. 11:30am-9:00pm 


Henckels, Salmon Falls Stoneware 
Spices for Holiday Cooking 





Open Every Day Until Christmas 


547 Summer Street, Barre, MA 01005 
Tel. 978-355-6999 


Like Us on Facebook 
af www.facebook.com/country.gourmet.barre 
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Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 


This week’s mystery photo is from Rutland. If any readers know where this photo was 
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, 
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Dec. 14. The names of those 
that correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Dick Clark, 
Stephen Craven and Bruce Towner correctly identified the photo. Last week’s photo the 
Petersham Center School, Spring Street, Petersham. 
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NORTH 
BROOKFIELD 


continued from page 1 


and crosswalks in the area are 
generally older and are mostly not 
handicapped-friendly. 

At the forum, residents and 
other stakeholders will have a 
chance to voice their concerns 
about infrastructure in the proj- 
ect area and will be able to review 
and comment on the engineers’ 
field evaluation work to date. The 
town of North Brookfield invites 
residents who have knowledge of 
neighborhood infrastructure issues 
like flood-prone roadways, deterio- 
rated sidewalks, or low water pres- 
sure to bring their local knowledge 
to the forum or to submit com- 
ments by email. 


Lenard Engineering’s engi- 
neering team is the town’s consul- 
tant for this project. The project 
is funded through a fiscal 2019 
Community Development Block 
Grant to North Brookfield from 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development. This grant is admin- 
istered on behalf of the town 
by the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission. 
Questions about the public forum 
should be directed to Ashely 
Barre, at the Board of Selectmen’s 
Office, at 508-867-0200 or 
selectmen @ northbrookfield.net 
or Ian McElwee at the Central 
Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission, at 508-459-3331 or 
imcelwee @cmrpc.org. Questions 
or comments about the find- 
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ings of the engineering study to 
date should be directed to Corey 
Brodeur at Lenard Engineering at 
508-721-7600 or brodeur@lenard- 
eng.com. 


TOYS FOR TOTS 
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reside in Fitchburg, Leominster, 
Westminster, Ashburnham, 
Gardner, Templeton, Barre, 
Hardwick, Oakham, Hubbardston 
or New Braintree. 

Toys for Tots requires that 
children receiving toys must be 
between the age of birth to 13 
years. 

People may email Cindy at clap- 
inskas@mocinc.org with any ques- 
tions. 


aU el(xelm 


CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


425 Main St Suite B, Oxford 


Medical/Adult Use 


124 West St, Ware 


Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 
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BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
State Senate unanimously passed a 
$46 billion budget for Fiscal Year 
2021 (FY21), after adding $36.1 
million in targeted investments over 
the course of two days of deliber- 
ations. Passed with bipartisan sup- 
port, the budget aims to move the 
Commonwealth towards an equi- 
table recovery by making critical 
investments in sectors impacted by 
COVID-19 including early educa- 
tion and childcare, food security, 
housing supports and public health. 

Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer), member of Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means 
said, “I appreciate the patience 
of my communities and the many 
organizations and individuals that 
are helped with this budget. It is 
good we waited and did not do the 
budget during the summer when 
we would have had to make drastic 
cuts. Iam very pleased that funding 
that assists everyone of the towns 
in my Senate District was included 
in this budget and look forward to 
assisting during this time of recov- 
ery.” 

As COVID-19 continues to 
spread across our Commonwealth, 
the Senate budget preserves access 
to essential services for the most 
vulnerable residents. The budget 
funds MassHealth at a total of 
$18.2 billion to maintain critical 
access to affordable health care 
coverage for over 1.9 million peo- 
ple, ensuring that comprehensive 
care for our most vulnerable chil- 
dren, seniors and low-income resi- 
dents is protected in the middle of 
a public health crisis. The Senate’s 
budget also includes targeted 
investments to maintain and expand 
access to mental health care, while 


HUBBARDSTON 
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Questions from residents asked 
about the use of pesticides, the 
amount of water and odor of the 
outdoor grow. No pesticides are 
allowed and all nutrients used are 
organic. Bertold said it was not a 
hydroponic grow, which uses a lot 
of water. The water supply would 
be from wells drilled on the prop- 
erty. No test wells have been dug 
at this time. He said he was will- 
ing to buy and bring in water if 
needed. 


| TINCTURES | 


strengthening public health infra- 
structure at the local, state and 
regional level to combat the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Senate’s budget protects 
Massachusetts students and educa- 
tional institutions. Continuing the 
Senate’s long-standing support of 
targeted investments in education, 
this budget holds harmless Chapter 
70 funding in a manner consis- 
tent with the agreement reached 
between the Senate, House and 
Administration in July by provid- 
ing $5.283 billion, an increase of 
$107.6 million over FY20. This 
additional level of investment will 
allow all school districts to main- 
tain foundation spending levels 
while accounting for enrollment 
and inflation changes. The budget 
also includes $345 million for the 
Special Education (SPED) Circuit 
Breaker, reimbursing school dis- 
tricts for the cost of educating stu- 
dents with disabilities at the statu- 
torily required 75% reimbursement 
rate. In addition to ensuring stabil- 
ity for the state’s K 12 population, 
the Senate’s budget takes steps to 
invest in childcare providers and 
higher education institution, both 
of which are critically important to 
the state’s economy and recovery in 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Senate’s budget recom- 
mends a total of $46 billion in 
spending, a 5.5% increase over the 
Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) General 
Appropriations Act. This spend- 
ing recommendation is based on 
a revised tax revenue estimate of 
$27.592 billion, which provides 
for $3.558 billion less in available 
revenue than the original con- 
sensus revenue estimate original- 
ly agreed upon in January 2020. 


Bertold said there would be 
some smell during the four to six 
weeks when the plant flowers. 
There is no odor before that stage. 

Another resident said mailings 
to residents would be helpful. 
Town administrator Ryan McLane 
said it costs between $500 and 
$1,000 to send a mailing to all 
residents and budget constraints 
limit the amount of mailings. A 
resident suggested Bertold pay for 
the mailings. He said any resident 
can contact the town administrator 
with their address and he would 
mail them information. 
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Senate passes FY 2021 budget 


To close this anticipated revenue 
shortfall, the FY21 budget includes 
$1.5 billion from the Stabilization 
Fund, ensuring a majority of the 
Stabilization Fund balance remains 
for future years; $1.38 billion in 
available federal supports and more 
than $400 million in new reve- 
nue initiatives. Among those ini- 
tiatives, the budget includes pro- 
visions such as accelerated sales 
tax collection and a new fee struc- 
ture for Transportation Network 
Companies. The budget also avoids 
drastic budget cuts while leaving 
the Commonwealth in a sound fis- 
cal position moving forward. 

COVID-19 related budget items 
include: $10 million for grants to 
support local boards of health to 
combat COVID-19; $2.5 million 
for a new matching funds grant 
program to assist communities 
making public health-oriented 
adjustments to their public safety 
systems, including targeted reforms 
such as jail diversion programs, 
de-escalation training and profes- 
sionals and behavioral health staff- 
ing and supports; $1.7 million for 
the State Action for Public Health 
Excellence (SAPHE) program 
to support a more effective local 
and regional public health deliv- 
ery system and $1 million for a 
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution 
Plan program, focused on equitable 
vaccine distribution. In addition to 
these health care investments, the 
Senate’s budget takes meaningful 
steps to expand access to care. 

A Conference Committee will 
now convene to reconcile the dif- 
ferences between the Senate bud- 
get and the version passed by the 
House of Representatives last 
week. 


Appointment to Planning Board 

The three planning board mem- 
bers and five board of selectmen 
received two applicants for a 
vacancy on the planning board 
due to the resignation of an 
elected member. The applicants 
were Christopher Monroe and 
Peter Jetts. The appointed mem- 
ber would serve until the town 
election in June 2021. The joint 
boards unanimously voted to 
appoint Christopher Monroe to 
fill the vacancy. Members cited 
Munroe’s legal background as a 
plus. 
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Academy 
team joining 
Pioneers 
organization 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


Panthers set for winter sports action 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 
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BARRE — The Quabbin 
Regional High School winter 
sports teams allowed to have 
competitions will be involved, 
Athletic Director Mark Muiville 
announced last week. 

He said Quabbin has been 
given the green light to be a 
part of the winter sports season 
in a “pod” that includes sever- 
al schools from the surrounding 
area. 

The region surrounding Barre 
has not had massive outbreaks 
of COVID-19 during the past 
two months, though a couple of 
communities did hit red or “high- 
risk” status during the fall season 
according to the old metrics. 

This caused a brief shutdown 
during the end of October and 
early November as Quabbin 
lacked opponents to play during 
that time. But the Panthers were 
able to finish up their brief fall 
season, which included boys and 
girls soccer, field hockey, and 
cross country. 

Miville was excited to see 
the students out at the schools 
playing sports, and believed, 
like many athletic directors, that 
being at the school playing sports 
in a controlled environment 
with masks and social distanc- 
ing required was better than any 
alternative. 

Despite a massive spike state- 
wide in COVID-19 cases, Miville 
says he is excited to see Quabbin 
boys and girls basketball take the 
court beginning next week. 

“T think that moving forward 
with strict guidelines and modi- 


nike 
WESTERN WASS 
WRESTLING 
me8-80 LUDLOW — The Western 
| Mass. Pioneers will be adding a 
USL Academy League soccer team 
in 2021. The New England Mutiny 
are also in the process of forming an 
Academy soccer team. 

Both Academy soccer squads, 
which will be playing their home 
matches at historic Lusitano Stadium 
in Ludlow, will be made up of the 
top U16-U19 prospects from the 
Western Mass. area. 

“In club soccer, you’re limited to 
certain age groups,” said Joe Ferrara, 
who’s the owner of the Mutiny and 
the new Pioneers General Manager. 
“An academy soccer team allows tal- 
ented players to play for one team 
regardless of their age.” 

The Pioneers had about 50 play- 
ers try-out for the Academy League 
team in November. 

“The Academy League team 1s 
a new program that we’ve added 
this year,’ said Pioneers head coach 
Federico Molinari. “Our main goal is 
to develop the best local soccer play- 
ers from Western Mass. to hopefully 
play for the Pioneers in the future.” 

Molinari, along with the Pioneers 
assistant coaches will be coaching 
the Academy League team in 2021. 

“We wanted to have the same 
coaching staff for both the USL 
2 team (Pioneers) and the USL 
Academy team,” Molinari said. “We 
want both of the teams to play the 


See ACADEMY TEAM, page 8 
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Boys basketball will be played this winter at Quabbin High 
School. 


fications in place will allow us to 
safely play basketball and hock- 
ey,’ said Miville. “We have done 
everything in our power to limit 
exposure for our student-ath- 
letes while here in school and 
with extracurricular activities. 
The modifications and guidelines 
address just that.” 

Modifications include limiting 
practices to 90 minutes, a roster 
maximum of 12 for Mid-Wach 
teams, and JV and varsity will 
practice in separate cohorts for 


basketball. etc. Our students will 
all SWAY (A COVID symptom 
check) before entering the gym 
(as we did in the fall) and a ath- 
letic trainer will be on-site for all 
practices and games. 

Quabbin’s pod will include 
Gardner, Oakmont, Quabbin, 
Narragansett, Fitchburg and 
Leominster. Leominster 1s 
an addition to the pod while 


Girls basketball is also an approved sport for Quabbin, which Murdock is no longer part of the 


starts practices on Dec. 14. 


See WINTER SPORTS, page 8 


Pioneers tryouts conclude 


= 


Jump balls eliminated, close contacted 
limited in basketball modifications 


scholastic Athletic Association 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Modifications for 
boys and girls basketball have 
been released and the game will 
look a little different, though sig- 
nificant limits to fan attendance 
will restrict how many can see 
the different-looking game. 

In Western Massachusetts, the 
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference has decided 
the first practices will not take 
place until Jan. 4. Several other 
areas of the states are following 
suit. With no playoffs scheduled 
for the winter season, the vari- 
ous regions have the flexibility to 
decide when schools will begin 
and end play. 

The Massachusetts Inter-— 


has set a Dec. 14 date as 
the soonest teams can start 
practicing. Several Central 
Massachusetts schools will start 
practicing then with contests 
likely to begin right after the new 
year. 

One rule that will be consis- 
tent throughout all sports is the 
mask mandate. 

Participants must wear masks 
or face coverings at all times 
will participating in practices or 
games. The one caveat is that all 
schools have the ability to des- 
ignate areas where athletes can 
take “mask breaks.” There will 
be areas designated for those 
breaks, especially during basket- 
ball games where players going 
up and down the court many 


times wearing a mask may need 
to catch a breath when the whis- 
tle blows. Because of the close 
contact involved with playing 
basketball, there was no way 
to play the sport safely without 
masks being worn. 

The game will see modifica- 
tions, but nothing too drastic and 
more along the way the timing, 
and setup of the game. Gameplay 
will be largely similar though 
different ideas were discussed to 
maintain distancing. 

Like many other sports, the 
pre-game will be simplified. 
Only one captain will meet with 
the referees prior to the game. 
Starting lineups will likely be 
announced, but the tradition- 


See BASKETBALL 
page 9 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
The Western Mass. Pioneers organization continued its tryouts 
for various age groups between Nov. 16 and 20, testing out the 
skills of many young people throughout the region to fill its var- 
ious teams for the upcoming spring season. The Pioneers are 


Star Speedway announces 2021 schedule 


EPPING, N.H. — Star 
Speedway’s 2021 schedule 
includes multiple major events, a 
full slate of weekly racing series 
divisions ready to race for a 
championship and the thrills and 
spills of staple shows to begin 
and end the season. 

Fans will get a taste of 
Supermodifieds, Late Models, 
Modifieds, Midgets, Super Late 
Models, Trucks, Street Stocks 
and more over the course of 
more than 22 events of racing 
from April through October. 

The schedule is headlined 
by two events for the Tri Track 
Open Modified Series (May 29 
and July 24), including a new 
Memorial Day weekend show 
and the 10th annual SBM Classic 
in July. The 56th annual Star 
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Classic returns, with a three-day 
show from Sept. 17 to 19, while 
there are countless other spe- 
cial events including memorial 
races and extra-distance shows 
planned. The Granite State Pro 
Stock Series is back at Star for 
two dates -- May 8 and a new 
Sunday special as part of the Star 
Classic weekend, Sept. 19. 

Continuing tradition, the 
season begins with the Spring 
Bunny Brawl on April 24, and 
ends with the two-day Howler 
weekend, Oct. 23 and 24. Star 
will give teams, drivers and fans 
one week off each month during 
the season, with off nights sched- 
uled for May 22, June 12, July 
17, Aug. 28 and Sept. 4. 

The J&S Paving 350 
Supermodifieds will continue 


to honor some of the best of the 
past at Star Speedway, with six 
special events as part of their 
10-race schedule for 2021. A 
champion will be crowned on 
Sept. 11. Major memorial events 
planned include the inaugural 
Dennis McKennedy Memorial 
race as part of the Star Classic: 

Bob Webber Sr. Memorial 
(May 15) 

Jen Garland Memorial (June 
19) 

Krupski Cup (June 26) 

Marco Turcotte Memorial 
(July 24) 

Jim Belfiore Memorial (Aug. 
14) 

Dennis McKennedy Memorial 
at Star Classic (Sept. 18) 


See RACING, page 8 


hopeful for a normal schedule in 2021. 
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Local furniture manufacturer 
donates supplies to Monty Tech 


FITCHBURG — 2020 has 
been a challenge for all, and yet 
through these difficult times, we 
have seen our friends and neigh- 
bors come together to help one 
another, and businesses pro- 
vide what they can to those in 
need. So when the United Way 
of North Central Massachusetts 
and philanthropic partner AIS, 
a Leominster-based furniture 
manufacturer, contacted Monty 
Tech’s School Superintendent, 
it was only further confirmation 
that North Central Massachusetts 
does what is best for our stu- 
dents. 

AIS launched its Sew the 
Masks campaign, calling on their 
sewing professionals to create 
high-quality masks using AIS- 
sourced materials. These masks 
would go on to be donated across 
the country, to ensure everyone 
who needs access to personal 
protective equipment has it. 

Montachusett Regional 
Vocational Technical School 
District educates approximate- 
ly 1,400 students and employs 
just over 200 professionals. To 
be sure that every person in 
the school had an all-import- 
ant mask, AIS recently donated 
1,700 masks, which were dis- 
tributed across the building on 
Wednesday, November 25th, just 
before the Thanksgiving hol- 
iday. “Having businesses like 
AIS reach out to ask how they 
can help — we just couldn’t be 
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Turley Publications Submitted Photo 


Pictured from left to right are: Cecelia Lane, Abbie Law, Xavier Ramos, Alexa Ofosuhene, and 
Sheila Harrity, Superintendent-Director of Monty Tech. 


more grateful. This is the per- 
fect time of year to reflect on all 
that we have and to be thankful 
for partnerships that help keep 
Monty Tech moving forward,” 
said Superintendent-Director Dr. 
Sheila Harrity. “We understand 
AIS has donated masks to area 
schools, all Massachusetts poll 
workers, and of course health 


care workers and first respond- 
ers. I hear they were also recent- 
ly recognized with the 2020 
Corporate Hero award, in recog- 
nition of these efforts. They are 
truly deserving of this honor.” 
When students return to the 
Monty Tech campus on Monday, 
November 30th, they will be 
given a mask, and reminded to 


maintain safety and health pre- 
cautions. School officials at 
Monty Tech have worked dili- 
gently to ensure the students are 
able to benefit from face-to-face 
instruction, which is only possi- 
ble if everyone continues to exer- 
cise caution, washing hands and 
wearing masks, an effort made 
easier by AIS. 


Elms College announces plan for spring 2021 semester 


CHICOPEE -— As it successful- 
ly concludes its on-campus plan 
for the fall semester, College of 
Our Lady of the Elms announced 
that the spring 2021 semester 
will continue to follow the hybrid 
ElmsFlex model. 

Due to the campus communi- 
ty’s successful efforts under the 
ElmsSafe health and safety pro- 
tocols, the college was able to 
complete the in-person portion 
of the fall semester as planned 
with students on campus until the 
Thanksgiving break. The remain- 
der of the fall semester will be 
taught remotely. 

“IT continue to be inspired by 
and grateful for the way our stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff have come 
together to protect each other both 
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44 Easily manageable 


inside and outside of the classroom 
since we reopened our campus in 
August,” said Harry E. Dumay 
Ph.D., MBA, president of Elms 
College. “All the measures includ- 
ed in our ElmsSafe plan — wear- 
ing masks, social distancing, prac- 
ticing enhanced hygiene, testing, 
contact tracing, quarantining and 
isolating as needed — have allowed 
us to foster a vibrant and nurturing 
learning environment for students 
that will extend into the spring 
2021 semester.” 

Spring classes, which will start 
on Jan. 26, 2021 and end on May 
7, will continue to be taught in the 
hybrid ElmsFlex model, which 
gives students the option of attend- 
ing sessions in the classroom, syn- 
chronously online, or a combina- 
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tion of both. Under the ElmsFlex 
model, students can move between 
the options based on their personal 
preferences and individual circum- 
stances in order to continue their 
coursework. 

Residence halls will be open 
with single-room assignments and 
students will receive designated 
days in January to return to or 
move into, their on-campus rooms. 

COVID-19 testing will be 
required for all students, faculty 
and staff prior to being allowed 
back on campus in January. Also, 
throughout the semester, all stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and visitors 
coming to campus will be required 
to complete a daily online health 
survey. 

Elms College continues to 
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29, Beloved December 


closely monitor and follow guide- 
lines from the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health 
(MDPH) and CDC, as well as Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s mandates. 

Out of an abundance of caution, 
classes will be held on Presidents’ 
Day, Feb. 15 and there will be 
no spring break. Additionally, all 
domestic and international travel 
involving study abroad, mission or 
service trips has been cancelled. 

The college is awaiting deter- 
minations by the New England 
Collegiate Conference and the 
NCAA as to whether competitive 
sports will be held in the spring. 

For more information on Elms 
College’s spring 2021 plan, peo- 
ple may visit www.elms.edu/elms- 
safe. 
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continued from page 7 


pod and ceased playing sports 
during the fall due to COVID 
outbreaks. Murdock is located in 
Winchendon. 

Another major sport that will 
be played this winter is ice hock- 
ey. Quabbin recently started a 
co-op program in the sport with 
nearby Gardner. Despite trying 
to limit contact between students 
in different schools, the MIAA 
is allowing co-op hockey to take 
place and Quabbin will participate 
with Gardner with a schedule still 
to be determined. 

Many Central Mass. schools, 
including Quabbin, will begin 
practices on Dec. 14. They will 
be able to participate in games a 
couple of weeks later, though it is 
possible it may wait until after the 
holidays. Many other schools in 
the state are not starting practices 
until Jan. 4. 





Kirsten Davis participates 
in Emerson College 
Stage production 


BOSTON — Emerson College, 
in cooperation with Live and In 
Color, debuted its first live, virtual, 
new musical, “This Golden Day,” 
one of few, if any, higher education 
institutions performing arts entities 
executing a live musical online. 
The musical, which ran from Nov. 
19-22, explores the concept of “the 
Golden Rule” and building com- 
munity through various religions 
and diverse perspectives. 

Conceived and created by 
Annie G. Levy and Devanand 
Janki, directed by Devanand Janki, 
with music direction by Jonathan 
Goldberg, the Emerson stage 
musical is comprised of ten mini 


musicals featuring new songs and 
music. Students worked in con- 
junction with nearly 20 esteemed 
professional lyricists and writers 
to refine the musical. Emerson 
Stage collaborated with Live and 
In Color, an organization that cre- 
ates new stage works that promote 
diversity, particularly multi-ethnic 
participants. 

Among those who took part in 
the production was Kirsten Davis 
of New Braintree. Davis is cred- 
ited in the program as stage man- 
ager. Davis is pursuing a degree in 
stage and production management 
and is a member of the Emerson 
College Class of 2021. 


QCC’s Rad Tech program 
receives $70,790 grant 


WORCESTER — Thanks to 
The Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts, Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Radiologic 
Technology (RT) program will 
soon have upgraded instruction- 
al imaging equipment. The col- 
lege was recently awarded a 2020 
Activation Fund Grant in the 
amount of $70,790. The grant was 
the second largest awarded to 14 
organizations. The funds will be 
used to purchase cutting-edge dig- 
ital radiography equipment that 
will help prepare students for their 
clinical rotations. The vast major- 
ity of hospitals now use digital 
radiography equipment in place of 
the more traditional imaging. 

“T am so thankful for the 
support we received from The 
Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts. The Foundation’s 
generosity in helping our students 
learn on state-of-the-art digital 
imaging equipment will give them 
a huge advantage to seamlessly 
enter the workforce,’ said QCC’s 
Dean of School of Healthcare, Pat 
Schmohl. 

QCC’s RT program admits up 
to 20 students per year, depending 
on the number of available clini- 


ACADEMY TEAM, 


continued from page 7 


same type of style. I do like coach- 
ing the younger soccer players.” 

The plan is for the boys’ 
Academy League team to play their 
home matches prior to the Pioneers 
matches. Both teams will also be 
traveling together to road matches. 

The boys’ team will be compet- 
ing against eleven other teams in 
the Northeast Division of the USL 
Academy League. 

Molinari has been coaching the 
Pioneers, who are the defending 
Northeast Conference Champions 
of USL League Two, since 2012. 
The Pioneers weren’t able to play 
any matches in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Pioneers did not suffer any 
losses during the 2019 regular sea- 
son. They lost in conference finals 
and qualified for U.S. Open Cup, 
which wasn’t held last summer. 
The Pioneers also qualified for the 
league playoffs in 2016. 

“T really enjoy coaching the 
Pioneers and it was painful not 
being able to compete in any match- 
es last year,” Molinari said. “We 
won our Division title in 2019 and 
it was our best season since I’ve 
been coaching the team. We’re now 


CHRISTMAS SALE 


cal placements. The program has 
clinical affiliations with Health 
Alliance Leominster Campus, 
Heywood Hospital, Marlborough 
Hospital, St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center Memorial Campus and 
UMass Memorial Medical Center 
University Campus. Graduates 
of the RT program must take 
and pass the American Registry 
of Radiologic Technologists cre- 
dentialing exam in order to be 
employed as a radiologic technol- 
ogist. 

“The Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts is pleased 
to be able to support QCC in this 
important initiative to provide 
Rad Tech students with training 
using digital radiology equip- 
ment, which helps maintain a 
highly-skilled and up-to-date 
workforce for the hospitals in the 
Central Massachusetts region,” 
stated Jan Yost, President and 
CEO of The Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts. 

For more information about 
QCC, people may contact Josh 
Martin, director of institutional 
communications at 508-854-7513 
or jmartin @qcc.mass.edu. 


thinking about the 2021 season.” 

Ferrara gave his thoughts about 
adding a girl’s Academy team for 
the Mutiny. 

“We’re looking for the top girl’s 
prospects in the area to play for the 
girls academy team next year,’ he 
said. “The age group will be similar 
to the boy’s side. The girl’s acade- 
my team will probably have one or 
two older players.” 

The girls Academy team will be 
playing home matches before the 
Mutiny. 

Jill Serafino is going to be the 
head coach of the girls academy 
squad. 

Serafino is currently the Mutiny 
General Manager and is an assis- 
tant coach. She’s also an assistant 
coach for the women’s soccer team 
at Springfield College. 

The Mutiny, who celebrated 
their twentieth anniversary in 2019, 
played all of their home matches at 
Lusitano Stadium for the first time. 

The Mutiny also finished the 
2019 regular season without a loss. 
They lost to the Lancaster Inferno 
in the United Women’s Soccer 
Eastern Conference finals. 

For more information on either 
Academy soccer teams please con- 
tact Joe Ferrara at jferrara@wmpio- 
neers.com or 413-330-9775. 
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Unexpected blessings sermon topic 


By Carole Gariepy 


PHILLIPSTON -— Pastor 
Stephanie Flynn of the 
Congregational Church of 
Phillipston emailed her parishio- 
ners and asked them to send her 
some unexpected blessings, which 
occurred during the difficult days 
of this pandemic, and she includ- 
ed those responses in her sermon. 

Even though Thanksgiving 
Sunday, Nov. 22 was cold, many 
warm souls gathered around 
Phillipston Common to hear the 
Word. Some listened from their 
cars, but many hardy folks bun- 
dled up and sat outside in lawn 
chairs. Jane French’s neph- 
ew set up a heater beside the 
church steps where she sits so 
she cold keep warm enough to 
lead the music with her accordi- 
on. Very appropriately, the service 
opened with the hymn “Come Ye 
Thankful People Come.” People 
came to express gratitude. 

The service was based on 
scripture from Genesis about 
Abraham and Sarah who had an 
unexpected blessing, something 
to be thankful for. They had 
longed and prayed for a child, 
but both at this time in the story 
were elderly, Sarah well beyond 
the age of being able to conceive. 
So when the Lord came to them 
and told them they would have a 
child, Sarah laughed at that being 
a possibility. However, she did 
get pregnant and delivered a son. 
They named him Isaac, which 
means “laughter.” It’s a good 
Bible story, one that gives hope 
and demonstrates the wondrous 
things God can do, also that He 
keeps His promises. 

Pastor Stephanie talked about 
the power of faith, that faith gives 
us strength and courage. It helps 
us see a new future, to know there 





Submitted photos 


Jane French leads the music with her accordion by heater. 


is good in store. Faith also calls us 
to reach out to those in need. That 
kind of faith was demonstrated as 
the bales of hay on the common 
were piled high with canned goods 
and paper products for the needy. 
Abraham and Sarah had an 
unexpected blessing. Parishioners 
also told about being blessed -- 
having more time with the family, 
more time to play games, being 
more appreciative of phone calls 
and courtesies extended to them, 
time to do creative cooking, time 
to think about the things that real- 
ly matter in life, and taking time 
to think about what is going right. 
Pastor Stephanie told us she keeps 
a journal and at the end of each 
day she writes down three things 
she was thankful for that day. 
Expressing thanks brings joy. 
Taking time to write down our 
thoughts makes us more grateful. 
Everyone can find unexpected 
blessings if we look for them, and 
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The church members collect- 


ed canned and paper good for 


needy families. 


we will be happier if we do. They 
keep us positive. Let us be faith- 
ful. God is faithful. 

May we count our unexpected 
blessings this Thanksgiving. 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 


HARDWICK — Every 
journey back to a small town 
or area where you lived as a 
youngster, hoping to not see a 
lot of changes? Well, the Tri- 
Parish Community Church, 
per se, did not exist back then. 
From 1949 to 1953, my time 
in Hardwick as a foster kid 
on Sessions Road, I was first 
introduced to Christianity 
in the Hardwick Universalist 
Church where we worshipped 
for the first six months of the 
year; and then the Calvinistic 
Congregational Church across 
the common for the other six 
months. Over the next 60 plus 
years since then, Hardwick, 
New Braintree, and Gilbertville 
saw a drastic decline of parish- 
1oners in its four protestant 


BASLETBALL, 


continued from page 7 


al “high-five” lines will not be 
allowed, along with handshakes 
with the opposing coach. 

There will be emphasis during 
game play to enforce rules about 
freedom of movement and close- 
ly guarding opposing players. 
Defenders are not allowed to 
impede the progress of offen- 
sive players, and will enforce the 
five-second rule on players who are 
being closely guarded. 

The jump ball will be eliminat- 


RACING, 


continued from page 7 


The Ken Izzett Construction 
Late Models are back with their 
own nine-race slate, headlined by 
an Independence Day weekend spe- 
cial on July 3, a 75-lapper, and a 
100-lap feature on Aug. 21. The 
Late Models will also return to the 
Star Classic, this year as part of a 
Friday slate. The Late Model cham- 
pion will be crowned on Sept. 11. 

The MLM Diagnostic Fast 
40 series return for the Woody’s 
Street Stocks as part of the divi- 
sion’s 16-race schedule. There will 
be four races in the 40-lap series 
(April 24, May 29, June 26 and 
Aug. 7), while the season will 
begin at the Bunny Brawl and end 
with the title battle on Sept. 26. 
The Street Stocks will continue to 
run their 50-lap race to end the sea- 
son at the Howler, Oct. 23. 

The EXIT Realty Pro Truck 
Series rumbles into the New 
Hampshire oval for two dates of 
their own, slated for events on Aug. 
7 and Star Classic Sunday, Sept. 


churches. Sometime in those 
decades, the four churches unit- 
ed in order to survive; and right 
now, one of them is “some- 
what” abandoned for church 
services. This week, when I 
walked into the front door of 
the Calvinistic Congregational 
Church, where I had attended 
Sunday School way back then, 
my heart broke. The struc- 
ture was showing the signs of 
neglect despite a notice stat- 
ing, “a work in progress.” Up 
the winding stairway and I 
was in the sanctuary with its 
rows and rows of pews wait- 
ing to have worshippers, again. 
At the front of the sanctuary 
was the communion table with 
a plaque on it, “In Memory 
of Deacon Charles L. Warner 


ed in favor of a simple coin toss to 
give possession of the ball to one 
team. Alternating possession will 
then prevail like the rest of the game 
typically does. 

Free throws will look a bit dif- 
ferent with just four players allowed 
with the shooter. Normally six play- 
ers are allowed. When a player is 
awarded two or three free throws, 
they will shoot alone until the final 
shot to limit the time players are in 
close contact. 

One bigger chance that affects 
the end-of-game strategy for teams 
is the “intentional” fouls used to try 


19. The North East Mini Stock 
Tour returns to Star three times -- 
including dates on June 5, Aug. 7 
and Sept. 26. The annual NEMST 4 
Cylinder Nationals main event will 
be run during their September date, 
moved from Classic weekend. 

Two Wild And Whacky 
Wednesday night races are set 
for June 23 and Aug. 4, with 
both nights showcasing 4 and 6/8 
Cylinder enduro races. The Six 
Shooters join the June show, while 
the August race is headlined by the 
Mia’s Jewelry Boutique Slingshots 
and spectator one-on-one drag 
races. NELCAR returns to Star 
with their Legends Cars division 
in 2021, with dates on May 8 and 
Saturday, Sept. 18. 

The three-day Star Classic will 
honor the late Bobby Webber Sr., 
beginning on Friday, Sept. 17, 
headlined by a 100-lap race for the 
Modified Racing Series, joined by 
the Late Models, Pure Stocks and 
Slingshots. On Saturday, the day 
full of winged warriors is back with 
the ISMA 125, Dennis McKennedy 
350 Supermodified memorial, 








from his widow, 1878-1907.” 
In the choir loft is a huge, 
silent, beautiful, vintage, wood 
(maybe mahogany) organ. The 
whole building seems to Say, 
“Is no one left to care?” 

The pandemic is now tak- 
ing its toll on small churches; 
and, the question is — how do 
we survive and thrive? Drop 
a helpful line at Tri-Parish 
Community Church, P.O. 
Box 202, New Braintree, MA 
01531. 

The Tri-Parish Community 
Church service planned for 
Sunday, Dec. 13 will be led 
by Jennifer Pollard at 10 a.m. 
in the Hardwick Universalist 
Church. All are welcome with 
social distancing and masks 
required. 





and gain possessions for a team that 
is trailing. A team will looking to 
intentionally foul for that purpose 
will inform the referee of that inten- 
tion, and then lightly tag the player 
with the ball upon inbounding. The 
referee would then blow the whistle. 

Jump balls will be whistled 
quicker in order to limit close con- 
tact. 

Rosters are limited to no more 
than 15 players and three coaches 
on the bench, though many teams 
do not carry more than 12 or 13 
players. The MIAA is also strongly 
discouraging 


NEMA Midgets, NEMA Lites 
and NELCAR Legends Cars. On 
Sunday, the weekend ends with a 
100-lapper for the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, races for the 
EXIT Trucks, Classic Lites, Street 
Stocks and Six Shooters. 

The Six Shooters will run 13 
races, headlined by the Don & 
Aline Coster Memorial (July 10) 
and the Liz Paradise Memorial 
(Oct. 23). The Slingshots are set 
for 14 battles of their own, with a 
40-lap special scheduled for part of 
the Aug. 4 show. There are 13 races 
for the Pure Stocks, races for the 
Classic Lites, and multiple enduro 
races for the 4, 6 and 8 cylinders. 

The track will hold two swap 
meets -- one to start the season on 
April 17, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
one in the fall, a two-day special on 
October 30 and 31 from 6:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

The 2021 schedule is subject 
to change due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. For more infor- 
mation visit Star Speedway at 
StarSpeedwayNH.com and follow 
the track on social media. 


Local pastors offer sermons 


A Season of Giving 
Pt. 1 


Christmas is a season of giv- 
ing. How can we not give in light 
of what Christ has given us? Of 
course, I am not referring simply 
to the giving of gifts on Christmas 
morning (though there is room 
for such a tradition). Rather, I 
am referring to the giving of our- 
selves for the benefit of others. 
What does such giving look like? 
What have we to offer beyond 
our finances and the tokens of our 
affection? 

1) Time 

One of my Bible school profes- 
sors taught that “love” is spelled 
““T-I-M-E” and that we should give 
of that time to others. We invest 
such large portions of our time 
into our jobs, schooling, homes, 
hobbies, etc. Should we not be as 
diligent to invest in family, close 
friends, and those in need in our 
community? You and I must learn 
to give others quality time and 
undivided personal attention. 

One of the things that amaz- 
es me about the life of Christ is 
how much He accomplished in so 
short a time. Do you realize that 
the whole of His public minis- 
try lasted only about three years! 
Consider the grueling sched- 
ule Jesus must have maintained 
in order to fulfill the will of His 
heavenly Father. Yet, Jesus always 
made time to pour into His inner- 
most circle of disciples, to minis- 
ter to those in need, and to connect 
with those who happened across 
His path. Should we not emulate 
His example? 

Heed the wisdom of the follow- 
ing biblical texts: 

Ephesians 5:15-16 

15 So then, be careful how you 
walk, not as unwise people but as 
wise, 16 making the most of your 
time, because the days are evil. 

Psalm 90:12 

12 Teach us to number our 
days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom. 

2) Gifts and Talents 

Do you realize that everyone 
has been given gifts by God to use 
for the betterment of others? This 
includes you! 

Romans 12:4-8 

4 For just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so in Christ we, 
though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the 
others. 6 We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophe- 
sying, then prophesy in accordance 
with your faith; 7 if it is serving, 
then serve; if it 1s teaching, then 
teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giv- 
ing, then give generously; if it is 
to lead, do it diligently; if it 1s to 
show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

What gifts, talents and abilities 
do you possess and how might 
they be used to serve others? In 
what ways can you invest your 
area(s) of expertise and relative 
strength into those around you? 
You never know the difference that 
someone just like you can make! 
Remember that heaven takes note 
of even the smallest act of kind- 
ness done in Christ’s Name. 

Matthew 10:42 

42 “And if anyone gives even a 
cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones who is my disciple, 
truly I tell you, that person will 
certainly not lose their reward.” 

3) Words 

There is an old adage that “talk 
is cheap.” I suppose this is true 
to a point, but few things are as 
enriching as encouraging, edifying 
and comforting words spoken in 
season. Have you ever been bless- 
ed by a kind word, compliment or 
a hand-written card? If so, then 
you have experienced the reality 
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of the following passage: 
Proverbs 16:24 

24 Gracious words are a hon- 
eycomb, sweet to the soul and 
healing to the bones. 

Scripture places a high pre- 
mium on what pours forth from 
our mouths. In fact, we are under 
obligation to obey the following 
mandate (Eph. 4:29): “Do not let 
any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is help- 
ful for building others up according 
to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen.” This Christmas 
season, do not underestimate the 
power of your words: 

Proverbs 18:21a 

21 The tongue has the power of 
life and death... 

4) Personal Experiences 

The early chapters of the Book 
of Joshua record a fascinating 
account (cf. Joshua 3-4). Herein, 
the Lord supernaturally parted the 
waters of the Jordan River (mak- 
ing way for His people to enter the 
land of promise on dry ground). 
Having crossed the waters safely, 
the Lord commanded Joshua and the 
Israelites to erect a monument using 
stones from the dried-up riverbed. 

Why did God issue such a com- 
mand? Simply stated, this memori- 
al would serve as a mechanism to 
trigger dialogue between children 
and their parents concerning His 
divine mercy, power, and faithful- 
ness. It might have sounded a lit- 
tle something like this: “Daddy, 
why was that stone memorial put 
together? Child, that memorial was 
built using rocks that came from 
this river when the Lord stopped 
the waters and led us into this land 
by His mighty hand.” 

You see, God wanted His peo- 
ple to share of their stories and 
experiences that others might be 
introduced or inspired to faith in 
Him. This was true then and it 
remains true now-and we all have 
stories to tell! Perhaps they are 
stories of His love, grace, mercy, 
healing power, provision, protec- 
tion, discipline or comfort, and 
beyond. Whatever you have been 
through, it 1s His intention that 
you share for the benefit of others. 

Ultimately, God’s work in your 
life should spill over into the lives 
of others: 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

3 Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, 4 who com- 
forts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trou- 
ble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God. 

Are you looking to give the 
perfect gift this holiday season? 
If so, may I recommend that you 
share freely of your time, your 
talents and abilities, love-infused 
words, and personal experiences 
that demonstrate the mercy, power 
and faithfulness of God in your 
life! You will find that these are 
the gifts truly worth giving. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to read this publication. Feel free 
to check us out online at www. 
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us in 
person each Sunday at 10:30am 
(COVID-19 protocols are present- 
ed on the aforementioned web- 
site). We hope to see you soon! 


Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 
South Barre 


Second Sunday of 
Advent 


Communion Sunday 
‘‘The One who is more 
powerful than me” 
(Our services can be watched on 
the church website at www.barre- 
church.com and Facebook page) 
Scripture Reading: 
Mark 1 verses 1-8 
I. Introduction: 
Many of us find ourselves in 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


situations sometimes, where we 
must remove obstacles and deal 
with issues to make life easier, 
whether it 1s in our families, at 
work, with friends and neighbors. 
It is about ironing out problems 
and making straight paths that are 
somewhat overly crooked. We 
read in the Gospel of Mark about 
making a straight path for the 
Lord. Let us follow Mark for a bit 
and see what he means by that. 

II. The call to the wilderness 

These first few verses in the 
Gospel of Mark create for us a 
connection between the Old 

Testament and the New 
Testament, with reference to the 
prophet Isaiah in the second and 
third verses where it reads, “I 
will send my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way. 
A voice of one calling in the des- 
ert, Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for Him.” It 
ushers in a new dispensation cre- 
ated by God. This is a wilderness 
setting, which is a message to 
the people of Israel to come back 
to the place where God wants to 
meet them. It is a place to be con- 
fronted with a message of repen- 
tance and to look towards redemp- 
tion in Jesus the Christ. The per- 
son who initiates this call with his 
voice crying in the wilderness is 
John the Baptist, who believes he 
himself is unimportant, and that 
his message and baptism point to 
the One who is still to come, who 
is more powerful than him. 

According to Herman 
Ridderbos in “The Coming of 
the Kingdom’, the people would 
come to be baptized by John the 
Baptist, and confess their sins, but 
their sins would not be forgiven 
through his baptism, instead, this 
was merely an opportunity for 
them to actively turn away from 
their wrongdoings, and receive a 
message of hope in the One who 
would offer His forgiveness and 
salvation to them, the One who 
would baptize them with the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus Christ. 

John is instrumental in intro- 
ducing a new world order, a period 
of grace. His baptism would be a 
symbolic act of helping the people 
of Israel letting go of the old and 
allowing the new life in Christ to 
become part of them. They needed 
to straighten their paths for the 
Lord to do the work in their lives. 
They had to remove the obstacles 
in His way for Him to do what He 
needed to do. Mark talks about 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a 
period of joyful tidings, a period 
about change and transformation, 
authored and enacted by God, 
whose interest, and concern 1s 
about the saving of God’s people 
from destruction. 

III. He is more powerful than 
me, says John the Baptist 

To be redeemed from their 
sins, they needed to reveal their 
sins to someone else who would 
look them into the eyes without 
judgment; someone who would be 
instrumental in the cleansing and 
redeeming process in their lives 
and give them new hope. This per- 
son would have the supreme dig- 
nity and power, says William Lane 
in his commentary on Mark, to 
transform their lives. That would 
be Jesus Christ, the Messiah, not 
be John, who would merely per- 
form the act of the physical bap- 
tism, to symbolize the confes- 
sions of their sins, whereas the 
Messiah would impart the divine 
grace upon them, forgive them and 
offer their salvation. The Messiah 
would be filled with the Holy 
Spirit of God, and be the direct 
link to God, and be God on earth, 
teaching, guiding, forgiving. 

John the Baptist would be 
imprisoned, we read. The Messiah 
would be tempted in the wilder- 
ness by satan, overcome those 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 


provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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Public Safety 





Barre Police Log 


Sunday, Nov. 29 
1 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Ruggles Lane — Transported to 
Hospital 


Monday, Nov. 30 

7:35 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Lane Road — Transported to Hospital 

8:56 a.m. Alarm, Residential 
Church Lane — Investigated 

11:40 a.m. Fraud Wheelwright 
Road — Report Filed 

12:17 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Hubbardston Road — 
Ambulance Signed Refusal 

5:57 p.m. Fraud Peach Street — 
Officer Spoke to Party 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
4:10 p.m. Alarm, Residential Skelly 
Road — Officer Spoke to Party 
6:08 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
North Brookfield Road — Ambulance 
Signed Refusal 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 

2:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop West 
Street — Citation Issued 

12:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
South Street — Citation Issued 

5:03 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Pleasant Street — Ambulance Signed 
Refusal 

8:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop West 
Street — Written Warning 

9:36 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 


Pleasant Street — Transported to 
Hospital 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
8:14 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
North Brookfield Road — Transported 
to Hospital 
1:16 p.m. Harassing/Annoying 
Phone Texts South Barre Road — 
Officer Advised 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

9:31 a.m. Fraud Fisher Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 

12:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
South Street — Report Filed 

7:37 p.m. Fire, Electrical 
Emergency Kendall Street — No Fire 
Service Necessary 


Hubbardston Police Log 


Sunday, Nov. 29 
8:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Citation Issued 


Monday, Nov. 30 
2:32 p.m. Fraud Underwood Road 
— Report Filed 
2:40 p.m. Fraud Thompson Road — 
Report Filed 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
5:42 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Elm Street — Transported to Hospital 


Thursday, Dec. 3 

3:46 p.m. Health Hazard Gardner 
Road — Services Rendered 

5:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Gardner Road — Criminal Complaint 

Summons: Rebecca L. Fischer, 46, 
Gardner 

License Suspended, Operate Motor 
Vehicle With 

6:50 p.m. Fraud Barre Road — 
Officer Advised 


Friday, Dec. 4 
6:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 


Worcester Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

1:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Morgan Road — Vehicle Removed 

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Gardner Road — Removed Hazard 

5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Worcester Road — Vehicle Towed 

8:48 p.m. Fire, Electrical 
Emergency Ragged Hill Road — 
Referred to Other Agency 

9:18 p.m. Fire, Explosion New 
Westminster Road — Investigated 


Hardwick Police Log 


For the week of Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 55 building/prop- 
erty checks, 1 animal call, 7 emergency 
911 calls, 9 safety hazards, 10 radar 
assignments, 16 directed/area patrols, 7 
traffic controls, 2 identity thefts, 1 motor 
vehicle accident and 9 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick. 


Monday, Nov. 30 
2:22 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Church Lane — Transported to Hospital 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
5:05 p.m. 911 — Misdial Off Ruggles 
Street — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 

11:48 a.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity Main Street — Spoken To 

1:42 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Main Street — Transported to Hospital 

5:37 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Lower Road — Citation Issued 

10:22 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Lower Road — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
5:48 p.m. Other — Identity Theft 


Main Street — Report Taken 
8:12 p.m. Phone — Identity Theft 
Collins Road — Report Taken 


Friday, Dec. 4 

9:38 a.m. Initiated — Suspicious 
Activity Petersham Road — Investigated 

10:16 a.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Hardwick Road - 
Transported to Hospital 

2:55 p.m. Other — Suspicious 
Activity Fiske Road — Officer Handled 

7:07 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Petersham Road — Written 
Warning 

9:17 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Lower Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

2:46 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard 
Lower Road — Removed Hazard 

3:02 p.m. Phone —- Fire, Other 
Lower Road — Services Rendered 

3:05 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard 
Lower Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 

1:13 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Lower Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 

3:42 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle 


Accident Barre Road — Services 
Rendered 

4:58 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Bridge Street — Transported to Hospital 

4:58 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Barre Road — Removed Hazard 

5:40 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
North Road — Services Rendered 

6:40 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
High Street — Transported to Hospital 

6:46 p.m. Phone —Safety Hazard 
Czesky Road — Services Rendered 

9:51 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Petersham Road — Removed Hazard 


Sunday, Dec. 6 

1:06 a.m. Phone — Medical Alarm 
Church Lane — Services Rendered 

8:22 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Main Street — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 

11:11 p.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Church Lane — Transported 
to Hospital 


Monday, Dec. 7 
7:56 a.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Turkey Street — Dispatch Handled 


Oakham Police Log 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
10:49 a.m. Assist Other Police 
Department South Barre — Report Filed 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
2:34 p.m. Complaint Stone Road — 
Information Taken 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
4:14 a.m. Alarm, Residential Old 
Turnpike Road — Building Checked/ 


Secured 

10;03 a.m. Fraud Old Turnpike 
Road — Information Given 

11:01 a.m. Fraud Old Turnpike 
Road — Information Given 

2:50 p.m. Breaking and Entering 
In-Progress, Residential North 
Brookfield Road — Area Patrolled 


Friday, Dec. 4 
12:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 


North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 

5:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Citation Issued 

9:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Written Warning 


Saturday, Dec. 5 
9:08 a.m. Fire, Motor Vehicle 
Accident Old Turnpike Road — 
Transported to Hospital 


NFPA urges caution when decorating with 
candles and electrical lighting 


REGION - As families 
find creative ways to cele- 
brate Halloween in response to 
COVID-19, the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) 
urges everyone to keep fire safety 
in mind, particularly when deco- 
rating with candles and electrical 
lighting. 

“Because typical Halloween 
activities like trick-or-treating 
may be curtailed or even can- 
celed in some communities, we 
suspect an even bigger focus on 
Halloween decorating in and 
around homes this year,” said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice pres- 
ident of Outreach and Advocacy. 
“We urge everyone to careful- 
ly consider fire safety to ensure 
that celebrations remain festively 
spooky, not hazardous.” 

According to NFPA, candles 
are among the leading causes of 
U.S. home fires. NFPA’s latest 
U.S. Home Candle Fires report 
shows that an annual average of 
7,610 home fires are started by 
candles, resulting in 81 deaths, 
677 injuries and $278 million in 
direct property damage. In addi- 
tion, an average of 770 home 
fires started when decorations 
ignited. These fires caused an 


average of two civilian deaths, 20 
civilian injuries, and $11.1 mil- 
lion in direct property damage 
per year. 

NFPA offers these remind- 
ers to make sure everyone’s 
Halloween celebrations don’t go 
from “boo” to “boo-hoo”: 

Use a battery-operated candle 
or glow stick in jack-o-lanterns. 

Dried flowers, cornstalks, 
and crepe paper catch fire easily. 
Keep all decorations away from 
open flames and other heat sourc- 
es like light bulbs and heaters. 

When using electrical light- 
ing to decorate your home, make 
sure it is used in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Some lights are only for indoor 
or outdoor use, but not both. 

Use clips, not nails, to hang 
lights so the cords do not get 
damaged. 

Remember to keep exits clear 
of decorations so nothing blocks 
escape routes. Make sure all 
smoke alarms are working. 

For families still planning to 
attend Halloween parties or go 
trick-or-treating: 

When choosing costumes, stay 
away from long trailing fabric 
that could come in contact with 


open flames or other heat sourc- 
es. 

Teach children to stay away 
from open flames, including 
jack-o-lanterns with candles in 
them. 

Provide children with flash- 
lights to carry for lighting or 
glow sticks as part of their cos- 
tumes. 

People can visit the NFPA 
Halloween safety page for more 
resources of how to stay safe. 
Frightfully fun activities for kids 
can be found on NFPA’s Sparky 
the Fire Dog® homepage. 

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is 
a global self-funded nonprofit 
organization devoted to eliminat- 
ing death, injury, property and 
economic loss due to fire, electri- 
cal and related hazards. The asso- 
ciation delivers information and 
knowledge through more than 
300 consensus codes and stan- 
dards, research, training, educa- 
tion, outreach and advocacy; and 
by partnering with others who 
share an interest in furthering the 
NFPA mission. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.nfpa.org. All 
NFPA codes and standards can be 
viewed online for free at www. 
nfpa.org/freeaccess. 
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Rutland Police Log 


Sunday, Nov. 29 

9:29 a.m. Fraud Brooke Haven Drive 
— Report Filed 

9:35 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Prouty Lane — Ambulance Signed 
Refusal 

11:26 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Main Street — Transported to Hospital 

6:15 p.m. Suspicious Person Maple 
Avenue — Investigated 


Monday, Nov. 30 
9:39 a.m. Fraud Central Tree Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 
5:18 p.m. 911 Transfer Worcester — 
Call Transferred 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 

6:26 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

8:01 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Highland Park Road — Transported to 
Hospital 

8:20 a.m. Fraud Bushy Lane —- 
Report Filed 

10:14 a.m. Unwanted Party Maple 
Avenue — Investigated 

2:03 p.m. Complaint Maple Avenue — 
Officer Advised 

3:45 p.m. Fraud Briarwood Road — 
Report Filed 

4:23 p.m. Fraud Marjorie Lane — 
Report Filed 

4:52 p.m. Fraud Arrowhead Way — 
Report Filed 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
12:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Written Warning 
8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Vehicle Towed 
9:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Citation Issued 
9:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Written Warning 
9:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 


Paxton Road — Written Warning 

10:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Edson Avenue — Citation Issued 

10:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Glenwood Road — Arrest(s) Made 

Arrest: Heather Bellrose, 43, 
Princeton 

License Revoked as HTO, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With; Identify Self. Motor 
Vehicle Operator Refuse 

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop East 
County Road — Written Warning 

4:41 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Main Street — Transported to Hospital 


Thursday, Dec. 3 

1:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Main Street — Services Rendered 

3:52 p.m. Welfare Check Main Street 
— Transported to Hospital 

4:17 p.m. Fraud Prospect Street — 
Report Filed 

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

6:29 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
East County Road — Ambulance Signed 
Refusal 


Friday, Dec. 4 

12:18 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Anthony Drive — Public Assist 

12:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Citation Issued 

9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Vehicle Towed 

11:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Maple 
Avenue — Citation Issued 

12:01 p.m. Disturbance, Person(s) 
Miles Road — Criminal Complaint 

Summons: Terri M. Shirley, 51, 
Whitinsville 

Disorderly Conduct; Disturbing the 
Peace 

1:26 p.m. Fraud Joanna Drive — 
Report Filed 

3:12 p.m. Harassment Maple 


Avenue — Officer Spoke to Party 

3:23 p.m. Fire, Brush Longmeadow 
Road — Fire Extinguished 

3:40 p.m. Welfare Check Kosta 
Avenue — Arrest(s) Made 

Arrest: Edward R. Sullivan, 41, 
Rutland 

Warrant 

5:11 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Main Street — Referred to Other Agency 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

8:59 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Wachusett Street — Transported to 
Hospital 

9:08 a.m. Fire, Motor Vehicle 
Accident Old Turnpike Road -—- 
Transported to Hospital 

11:28 a.m. Fire, Motor Vehicle 
Accident Pommogussett Road — Report 
Filed 

11:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Pommogussett Road — Report Filed 

4:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Pleasantdale Road — Vehicle Removed 

6 p.m. Fire, Electrical Emergency 
Inwood Road — Investigated 

7:07 p.m. Fire, Arcing Wires Forest 
Hill Drive — Referred to Other Agency 

7:15 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Joanna Drive — Report Filed 

7:37 p.m. Fire, Explosion Maple 
Avenue — Negative Contact 

9:32 p.m. Fire, Electrical Emergency 
Campbell Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 

9:55 p.m. Trespassing Maple 
Avenue — Officer Spoke to Party 

10:09 p.m. Fire, Arcing Wires Maple 
Avenue — Referred to Other Agency 


Sunday, Dec. 6 
6:58 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Watson Lane — Ambulance Signed 
Refusal 


Petersham Police Log 


Monday, Nov. 2 
2:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
New Salem Road — Services Rendered 
4:24 p.m. Safety Hazard North 
Main Street — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 


Tuesday, Nov. 3 
12:35 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting 
West Road — Officer Handled 


Saturday, Nov. 7 
10:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 
Main Street — Citation Issued 
3:09 p.m. Larceny/Theft/Shoplifting 
Nichewaug Road — Investigated 


Tuesday, Nov. 10 
12:56 p.m. Trespass New Salem 
Road — Spoken To 


Wednesday, Nov. 11 
2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 
Main Street — Written Warning 
3:21 p.m. Medical Emergency New 
Salem Road — Transported to Hospital 


Thursday, Nov. 12 
7:28 a.m. Suspicious Activity Spring 
Street — Call Cancelled 
10:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop New 
Salem Road — Written Warning 
1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop East 
Street — Written Warning 


Friday, Nov. 13 
9:35 a.m. Safety Hazard Pat Connor 
Road — Removed Hazard 


Saturday, Nov. 14 

8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Written Warning 

10:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop New 
Salem Road — Written Warning 

2:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Written Warning 

6:04 p.m. 911 Misdial South Main 


Street — Negative Contact 


Sunday, Nov. 15 
11:31 a.m. 911 Misdial East Street — 
Spoken To 
9:09 p.m. Alarm North Street — 
Transferred Call to C1 


Tuesday, Nov. 17 

4:43 a.m. Animal Call Common 
Street — Services Rendered 

12:10 p.m. Assist Other Agency 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 

1:50 p.m. Scam Nichewaug Road — 
Report Taken 

3:27 p.m. Assist Other Agency 
Oakham — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Nov. 18 
2:30 a.m. Alarm North Street — 
Transferred Call to C1 


Thursday, Nov. 19 
9:05 a.m. 911/Hang-up Call Glen 
Valley Road — Spoken To 
10:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop New 
Salem Road — Citation Issued 
1:46 p.m. Medical Alarm Barre Road 
— Spoken To 


Friday, Nov. 20 
12:46 p.m. Medical Emergency 
North Main Street — Transported to 
Hospital 
6:56 p.m. Complaint Nelson Road — 
Services Rendered 


Saturday, Nov. 21 
9:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop New 
Salem Road — Written Warning 
4:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South 
Main Street — Written Warning 
4:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Written Warning 


Monday, Nov. 23 
2:13 p.m. 911/Hang-up Call North 


Main Street — Dispatch Handled 


Tuesday, Nov. 24 
10:37 a.m. Suspicious Activity 
Hardwick Road — Investigated 


Wednesday, Nov. 25 
2:21 p.m. Fraud Petersham Police 
Department — Report Taken 


Thursday, Nov. 26 
6:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Citation Issued 


Friday, Nov. 27 
1:44 p.m. Hazardous Incident East 
Street — Officer Handled 


Saturday, Nov. 28 

9:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Written Warning 

10:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Citation Issued 

11:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Town 
Common — Written Warning 

1:07 p.m. Safety Hazard Monson 
Turnpike Road — Removed Hazard 

2:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Citation Issued 

4:26 p.m. 911 Misdial East Street — 
Dispatch Handled 


Sunday, Nov. 29 
9:24 a.m. Medical Emergency North 
Main Street — Transported to Hospital 
3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
South Main Street — Services Rendered 


Monday, Nov. 30 

7:05 a.m. Safety Hazard New Salem 
Road — Taken/Referred to Other Agency 

10:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Road — Written Warning 

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Hardwick Road — Spoken To 

2:22 p.m. Suspicious Activity Briggs 
Road — Services Rendered 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 21 building/ 
property checks, 3 radar assign- 
ments, 2 motor vehicle accidents, 6 
motor vehicle stops, 19 directed/area 
patrols, 9 safety hazards, 7 traffic con- 
trols, 1 animal call and 2 emergency 
911 calls in the town of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
4:10 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
4:51 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Gilbertville Road — Citation Issued 
9:07 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 
Thursday, Dec. 3 


SERMONS 


continued from page 9 


temptations, and begin the ministry 
of healing and driving out of evil 
spirits, and create a group of people 
around Him who would carry forth 
the work of God. His power would 
be witnessed and experienced by 
many who followed Him. 

IV. The Power of Advent and 
Christmas 

This introduction of Mark 
speaks to the power of Advent and 
Christmas. It reveals the intent 
of God to restore God’s people 
to their original relationship with 
God. It is a divine power beyond 
all forces that want to destroy, a 
power that wants to restore and 


5:47 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Barre Road — Written Warning 

5:51 a.m. 911 — Animal Call Barre 
Road — Dispatch Handled 


Friday, Dec. 4 
11:16 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Dispatch Handled 
9:47 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Hardwick Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

10:42 a.m. 911 - Medical 
Emergency Letendre Lane —- 
Transported to Hospital 

11:29 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
West Brookfield Road — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 

1:38 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle 
Accident West Brookfield Road — 


heal and bring people together in 
Christ, in the church and with one 
another in their families, commu- 
nities; and it is a power that wants 
to heal nations and the world from 
destruction. 

Christmas is therefore a time 
to celebrate this powerful Child 
of God, who is such a mystery to 
us, but is so very real in our lives. 
Advent is a time to reflect on our 
imperfect lives in the face of our 
perfect Messiah who wants to take 
all our sins and weaknesses and 
transform our lives in loving ser- 
vice to God and one another. 

We, and the whole world are 
called into the wilderness also, 
where we must face ourselves, 
our hearts and our minds and our 


Vehicle Towed 

1:52 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Gilbertville Road — Removed Hazard 

3:20 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle 
Accident West Brookfield Road — 
Vehicle Towed 

3:20 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Moore Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 

3:27 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Ravine Road — Services Rendered 

3:58 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Thompson Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 

4:56 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Worcester Road — Could Not Locate 

8:07 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Barre Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 


actions, where we confess our sins 
and seek redemption from our 
powerful Lord and Saviour. We are 
called to straighten the path for the 
Lord’s work in us! 

May God help us to humbly 
seek forgiveness and remove the 
obstacles in our way that prevent us 
from really experiencing the amaz- 
ing grace of God in our lives. May 
we be open to receive the blessing 
of the Son and the Holy Spirit in 
our lives every day. May we expe- 
rience the power of love and joy 
in our lives as we look forward to 
celebrating Christmas together! 


Amen 
Pastor Margaret Keyser 
Barre Congregational Church 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 
978-423-2889 www.CentralMassTree. 
com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


W'ISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


yg A B Hauling and 
— ow Removal Service 





2***x***A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 
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2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Prop- 
erties (413) 530-1299 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 


MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 


TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 





Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK DRIV- 
ER LABORER - OPERATIONS DIVI- 
SION 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver's License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. 
A Massachusetts Hoister’s License 
is favorable. This is a union position 
with an attractive starting salary, vaca- 
tion, sick and personal time. Please 
forward resume to 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069 or email rmcnutt @ 
townofpalmer.com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM P/T 
Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Record- 
ing Secretary. Looking for a reliable 
P/T Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Re- 
cording Secretary. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
12/31/20. EOE 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


1 MasterCard 


Amount of charge: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


LI VISA 


_1 Discover 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 


$3200! Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Village Hills 






WILLIAMSBURG 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 600 


Quabbin ———— 


Circulation: 










< ‘> 
NEW BRAINTREE 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
Jaf BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


SPRINGFIELD 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 


EW 
T 


WES NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 










WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


Includes 
—_—— additional words 


~~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Adda third ZONE ___*5.00 - (wet 
J 


ee Ly 


TOTAL Enclosed —) 


~~ —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
$3650 "33600 Or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: ___ a First ZONE base price 
Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 _ 
State: Zip: _ 
X per week rate = $_ a Subtotal 
Seen ha x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
° 


Equal HOUSWS (5 


OPPORTUNITY 





nae 


from the 
North Pole 


STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 
(413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 






yelived 


Direct 





Send a child 


something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so don't delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 





YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


STATE ___ ZIP 


LICHECK LIJVISA [LJMASTERCARD (LJAMEX | DISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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Free COVID-19 vaccines at Big Y Pharmacies 
when approved and available 


SPRINGFIELD — In partnership 
with the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), all 33 Big Y 
Pharmacy and Wellness Centers are pre- 
paring to administer the COVID-19 vac- 
cines once approved and available for 
distribution. This partnership is being 
established in anticipation that one or 
more COVID-19 vaccines will be autho- 
rized and approved for use in the United 
States as part of the Federal Pharmacy 
Partnership Strategy for COVID-19. 
This initiative by the HHS with pharma- 
cies across the United States is part of 


the federal pharmacy program aimed to 
further increase access to the vaccines. 
The partnership has deemed pharma- 
cists, pharmacy technicians and pharma- 
cy interns in retail and grocery stores as 
being crucial public health partners for 
increasing access and convenience of 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

Big Y’s pharmacy team currently 
provides seasonal flu and other routine 
vaccines. They plan to participate in 
any additional training to ensure the 
safe administration of the vaccine along 
with educating their customers about 


the process. 

According to Charles L. D’ Amour, 
president and CEO, “We are proud to 
partner with the United States govern- 
ment in order to provide free COVID-19 
vaccines to our customers. When a vac- 
cine 1s available, our pharmacy teams 
will be ready to administer them as per 
CDC guidelines.” 

Big Y Foods, Inc. is one of the larg- 
est independently owned supermarket 
chains in New England. Big Y operates 
85 locations throughout Massachusetts 
and Connecticut including 71 super- 


markets, Fresh Acres Market, Table & 
Vine Fine Wines and Liquors and 12 
Big Y Express gas and convenience 
locations with almost 12,000 employ- 
ees. Big Y has been recognized by 
Forbes as a Best-in-State Employer 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
as well as 2018 Employer of Choice 
by the Employers Association of the 
Northeast. Founded in 1936 by brothers 
Paul and Gerald D’ Amour, the store was 
named after an intersection in Chicopee, 
Massachusetts where two roads con- 
verge to forma “Y”’. 


Ea 
/o 
RL 
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Your 


ALL TV’s ON SALE 


Samsung, LG, Sharp, Vizio 


Giant Storewide Sale 
Hundreds of Deals 


All Appliances on Sale 


Toy Clearance 
Save Up to 70% Off Select Items 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE! 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @2 =F 
FIT www.whitcosales.com 9 08-885 -9343 
lenght onan Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 







Why call the Michelle Terry 
Team to sell your home? 


We have a great marketing plan that includes: 


¢ Home staging services e Home warranties 
e 3D videos ° Professional photography 
e Ramped up open houses! e And so much more 


| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 


Brookhaven Kisieted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 51 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 


Michelle Terry 


Broker/Owner IN 


Se ae 


ve ‘ie'usen EXIT Real Estate Executives 
: — 130 W. Main Street 
michelleterryieam.com Spencer, MA 01562 














“7 Lovely lot walking isenee to Oakham _— 
| Center. With over 457 feet of frontage [amie it we) . ak . 
this lot has some areas that are evel PMR oui ale eld | Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
| and some areas with a slight slope. jist Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 
| There are Maple trees on this lot that & 


have been used for tapping for making == Callie: Manager: 
Maple Syrup! Horses are permitted and stone walls border the at Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 


back and some sides of the property. If you ever wanted to build 
in Oakham this could be the lot you have been waiting for. donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
CENTURY 21 rs @) North East 1-978-434-1990 


Professional Photography 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 2 B 
BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING m 
COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART Z 
BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 (=r 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Order Your Christmas Dinner 


Instructions available for heating! 


WE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY 


Double Smoked Ham 
Jeremy’s own blend of spices smoked onto a delicious 
baked ham. Served with his cheesy potatoes 
and green bean casserole. $25/per person 


sbiiber it 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


4 —=——_ WE'RE LOCAL! 
e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 












SOI 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


WINTER IS COMING: 


BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 






pe 


e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 
James Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com 
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Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


ge 




















































re eh el 

7, Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums (@ Oven Roasted Turkey 
!—< PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! S~< LOW PRICES ON SELECT served with house made stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
fs 98 North Spencer Road, ‘F sod tara gravy and green bean casserole. $25/per person 
S BW Route 31N, Spencer, MA s KEYSTONE Prime Rib 

= Cfo 508-885-6100 ££ BL LEE Cooked to rare so you can finish it to your liking. 
Ld “a 885-2480 f abso pen Served with Jeremy’s cheesy potatoes and 

7j Sand, Gravel & Asphalt <. ahaa : a 
a p Stina & green bean casserole. $30/per person 

= www.bondsandandg ravel.com Ss CHECK OUT OUR IN-STORE All come with rolls, butter and dessert. 













6 FSO SOO Ze Os SOI pptoteircanaptaeciyd ON: Please order before 2 pm Monday, December 21, 2020 
. SHOVELS in order for us to have them ready for you to 
- WHEELBARROWS ick up no later than 20m Wednesday Night. 
- BIRDBATHS,BENCHES 
- SEASONAL ITEMS 


Be ee ee i i i ee ee ee i i Se i i i ee Si Se i 
** ALSO CHECK OUT THESE OTHER PRODUCTS** 


E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily ¢ Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 


Support Your 









Hometown BUSINESSES == anrs. : © Doutte wan 
| FREEZE | poicai CHECK OUT ALL THE 
! A DD ! Systems. 





SHOP LOCAL 
_/VILLAG 


2240 Main Street 
West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413-436-5900 = &ax/copy/ ATM/ NOTARY PUBLIC 





Tu ley rubiications 





www.turley.com 


FRESH 
SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 


Lae 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 
SAM-7PM 


GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 








